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mmm fuhrman 

PATROLS YOUR STREETS! 


Lots of law-and-order types are 
scurrying around these days, try¬ 
ing to defend the police after the 
blatant racism of Mark Fuhrman 
was revealed during the O.J. 
Simpson trial. These people claim 
it’s just a “few bad apples” who are 
racist and sexist in the police force. 
“We’ll find out just how few and how 
bad these apples are and then 
throw them out!” they brag. 

It’s a sweet thought, but it 
makes about as much sense as a 
fish on a bicycle. 

Cops lie on the witness stand, 
fabricate evidence, beat people, ar¬ 
rest them unjustly, break the law, 
and harass people for not being 
white every day. And hey, it’s not 
just the “bad apples” that do it. If 
Fuhrman is “the exception to the 
rule,” then how did he, a well- 
known racist, manage to get pro¬ 
moted to police sargeant? 

White folks in the ‘burbs can 
pretend to be shocked when they 
read about the exploits of dirtbags 


like Fuhrman, but after the mil¬ 
lionth story of police abuse, it gets 
a little insincere. Justice is always 
perverted when cops are racist, sex¬ 
ist, brutal, or corrupt. And cops are 
always racist, sexist, brutal, and 
corrupt. Protecting the property of 
the rich demands it. And therefore, 
there ain’t no justice in this coun¬ 
try, because Mark Fuhrman patrols 
our streets every night. 

Hey, we didn’t make the rules, 
we just want to change them. 


EXCITING NEW POLICE PROGRAM FOR YOUTH: 

DO NOTHING AND GET BUSTED FOR IT! 

Cops are racist and they harrass poor people, espe¬ 
cially in “problem” neighborhoods. This is all part of a 
new “crime prevention program” from Houston to Min¬ 
neapolis. The plan is called Operation Safe Streets, and 
its official mission is to increase police presence in “high 
crime” areas. In these areas, cops randomly bust poten¬ 
tial “criminals” (i.e. kids and people of color) for petty 
things like jaywalking, looking suspious, wearing gang 
colors, or violating curfew so that they can search them, 
check ID’s, and interrogate them. Basically, the idea be¬ 
hind Safe Streets is that cops already know who the 
“criminals” are—so they should bust them before they 
commit any real crimes. 

In the first two weeks Safe Streets was implemented 
in Minneapolis there were 583 “contacts.” Of these, only 
31 weapons were found, which means 552 people were 
searched and detained by cops just for “looking suspi¬ 
cious.” One Black teenager living on the North side was 
pulled over and searched nine times in those two weeks. 

Safe Streets is just one of many crime prevention 
programs based on discrimination. In some cities in Cali¬ 
fornia, once kids have been been ticketed for anything it 
becomes illegal for them to carry flashlights, glass bottles, 
baseball bats, or pagers. In Hammond, Indiana, it is ille¬ 
gal to carry a pager or cellular phone if it is used to com¬ 
municate with gang members. 

White Americans are freaking out about gangs and 
are pushing for programs like Safe Streets that clearly Looking like this could get you detained under the 
disregard people’s rights, and police departments nation- new “Operation Safe Streets”program. 
wide are happy to oblige. — Katrina 
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DO NOTHING AND GET BUSTED FOR IT! 


Cops are racist and they harrass poor people, espe¬ 
cially in “problem” neighborhoods. This is all part of a 
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PATROLS YOUR STREETS! 


Lots of law-and-order types are 
scurrying around these days, try¬ 
ing to defend the police after the 
blatant racism of Mark Fuhrman 
was revealed during the O.J. 
Simpson trial. These people claim 
it’s just a “few bad apples” who are 
racist and sexist in the police force. 
“We’ll find out just how few and how 
bad these apples are and then 
throw them out!” they brag. 

It’s a sweet thought, but it 
makes about as much sense as a 
fish on a bicycle. 

Cops lie on the witness stand, 
fabricate evidence, beat people, ar¬ 
rest them unjustly, break the law, 
and harass people for not being 
white every day. And hey, it’s not 
just the “bad apples” that do it. If 
Fuhrman is “the exception to the 
rule,” then how did he, a well- 
known racist, manage to get pro¬ 
moted to police sargeant? 

White folks in the ‘burbs can 
pretend to be shocked when they 
read about the exploits of dirtbags 


like Fuhrman, but after the mil¬ 
lionth story of police abuse, it gets 
a little insincere. Justice is always 
perverted when cops are racist, sex¬ 
ist, brutal, or corrupt. And cops are 
always racist, sexist, brutal, and 
corrupt. Protecting the property of 
the rich demands it. And therefore, 
there ain’t no justice in this coun¬ 
try, because Mark Fuhrman patrols 
our streets every night. 

Hey, we didn’t make the rules, 
we just want to change them. 


KOON, POWELL RELEASED FROM PRISON 


LA RESIDENTS PLAN 
WELCOME HOME PARTY! 



LOS ANGELES — Police offic¬ 
ers Stacey Koon and Lawrence 
Powell, convicted in the March 1991 
beating of Rodney King, were re¬ 
leased from federal prison recently 
and transferred to a halfway house 
to serve the remainder of their 30- 
month prison terms. At the half¬ 
way houses, both will be able to re¬ 
ceive weekend passes to go home. 

Immediately after hearing this, 
residents of South Central Los An¬ 
geles planned a huge welcome home 
party for the two much-loved offic- 
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COPS 

MPLS — Rape is a form of po¬ 
lice brutality people don’t talk about 
very much. But it happens. 

• Last spring, Sargeant Don 
Wagenknecht of the Minneapolis 
Police Department raped a 43 year- 
old mentally retarded woman. The 
state paid $70,000 to get him off. 
He was found not guilty but the 
judge warned him that he used “bad 
judgement.” 

• On July 21st, 1995, Sargeant 
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RAPE 

he was accused of sexually assault¬ 
ing a woman. In 1980 he was fired 
after paying for sex and then try¬ 
ing to rob the “sauna” he had pa¬ 
tronized, but he was rehired shortly 
thereafter. 

• On May 9th, 1995, Minne¬ 
apolis police rookie Michael Parent 
pulled over a 26 year-old nurse, 
made her get in the back of his 
squad car, and forced her to perform 
oral sex on him. He is the first Min- 


“Pigs are so stupid” dept. 

WHO’S SWEATING 
NOW, ASSHOLE?' 

PHILADELPHIA — The head 
of the unit that handles sensitive 
racial issues for the Philadelphia 
police was transferred after he told 
a Black cop he was “sweating like a 
nigger.” 

Captain Thomas Thompson 
(who is white) led Philly PD’s Con¬ 
flict Prevention and Resolution 



















hind Safe Streets is that cops already know who the 
“criminals” are—so they should bust them before they 
commit any real crimes. 

In the first two weeks Safe Streets was implemented 
in Minneapolis there were 583 “contacts.” Of these, only 
31 weapons were found, which means 552 people were 
searched and detained by cops just for “looking suspi¬ 
cious.” One Black teenager living on the North side was 
pulled over and searched nine times in those two weeks. 

Safe Streets is just one of many crime prevention 
programs based on discrimination. In some cities in Cali¬ 
fornia, once kids have been been ticketed for anything it 
becomes illegal for them to carry flashlights, glass bottles, 
baseball bats, or pagers. In Hammond, Indiana, it is ille¬ 
gal to carry a pager or cellular phone if it is used to com¬ 
municate with gang members. 

White Americans are freaking out about gangs and 
are pushing for programs like Safe Streets that clearly 
disregard people’s rights, and police departments nation¬ 
wide are happy to oblige. — Katrina 


Looking like this could get you detained under the 
new “Operation Safe Streets” program. 


racist and sexist in the police force. 
“We’ll find out just how few and how 
bad these apples are and then 
throw them out!” they brag. 

It’s a sweet thought, but it 
makes about as much sense as a 
fish on a bicycle. 

Cops lie on the witness stand, 
fabricate evidence, beat people, ar¬ 
rest them unjustly, break the law, 
and harass people for not being 
white every day. And hey, it’s not 
just the “bad apples” that do it. If 
Fuhrman is “the exception to the 
rule,” then how did he, a well- 
known racist, manage to get pro¬ 
moted to police sargeant? 

White folks in the ‘burbs can 
pretend to be shocked when they 
read about the exploits of dirtbags 



like Fuhrman, but after the mil¬ 
lionth story of police abuse, it gets 
a little insincere. Justice is always 
perverted when cops are racist, sex¬ 
ist, brutal, or corrupt. And cops are 
always racist, sexist, brutal, and 
corrupt. Protecting the property of 
the rich demands it. And therefore, 
there ain’t no justice in this coun¬ 
try, because Mark Fuhrman patrols 
our streets every night. 

Hey, we didn’t make the rules, 
we just want to change them. 


KOON, POWELL RELEASED FROM PRISON 


LA RESIDENTS PLAN 
WELCOME HOME PARTY! 



Stacey Koon 


LOS ANGELES — Police offic¬ 
ers Stacey Koon and Lawrence 
Powell, convicted in the March 1991 
beating of Rodney King, were re¬ 
leased from federal prison recently 
and transferred to a halfway house 
to serve the remainder of their 30- 
month prison terms. At the half¬ 
way houses, both will be able to re¬ 
ceive weekend passes to go home. 

Immediately after hearing this, 
residents of South Central Los An¬ 
geles planned a huge welcome home 
party for the two much-loved offic¬ 
ers. “We’re inviting them over to 
our neighborhood,” said resident 
Fuzz Eeter. “We thought we’d, you 
know, have some drinks, talk about 
old times, and then barbecue the 
sons of bitches.” Koon and Powell 
declined to say whether or not 
they’d accept the invitations, but 
Koon did say, “It sounds fun; they 
said they’d roast a pig if we came.” 


COPS 

MPLS — Rape is a form of po¬ 
lice brutality people don’t talk about 
very much. But it happens. 

• Last spring, Sargeant Don 
Wagenknecht of the Minneapolis 
Police Department raped a 43 year- 
old mentally retarded woman. The 
state paid $70,000 to get him off. 
He was found not guilty but the 
judge warned him that he used “bad 
judgement.” 

• On July 21st, 1995, Sargeant 
William Hannan, a 22-year police 
veteran and Henry High School’s li¬ 
aison officer, was charged with fifth- 
degree domestic assult (dropped 
down from the original three felony 
counts of rape, kidnapping, and as¬ 
sault). Hannan held an ex-girl¬ 
friend captive in his home and 
raped her when she tried to leave. 
His history is just as bad. In 1974 


RAPE 

he was accused of sexually assault¬ 
ing a woman. In 1980 he was fired 
after paying for sex and then try¬ 
ing to rob the “sauna” he had pa¬ 
tronized, but he was rehired shortly 
thereafter. 

• On May 9th, 1995, Minne¬ 
apolis police rookie Michael Parent 
pulled over a 26 year-old nurse, 
made her get in the back of his 
squad car, and forced her to perform 
oral sex on him. He is the first Min¬ 
neapolis officer to be given a prison 
sentence in over 20 years. 

These are the cases that made 
it to court and in the major news¬ 
papers. Think about how often 
people get beat up by the police, and 
how rarely anyone other than their 
friends know about it. It’s time to 
start exposing and confronting cop 
rapists. 


“Pigs are so stupid” dept. 

WHO’S SWEATING 
NOW, ASSHOLE? ~ 

PHILADELPHIA — The head 
of the unit that handles sensitive 
racial issues for the Philadelphia 
police was transferred after he told 
a Black cop he was “sweating like a 
nigger.” 

Captain Thomas Thompson 
(who is white) led Philly PD’s Con¬ 
flict Prevention and Resolution 
Unit, which handles complaints of 
racism and tries to smooth relations 
in racially mixed neighborhoods. 
Thompson also told told the cop, “I 
should take you home to my wife 
and tell her you’re my daughter’s 
boyfriend.” Bystanders heard the 
racist comments and reported 
them. 

Again, these are racist slurs 
from the person in charge of easing 
racial tensions between the commu¬ 
nity and the cops. And those pat¬ 
sies at the Tivin Cities Reader won¬ 
der why so many people are de¬ 
manding a new trial for 
Philadelphia’s Mumia Abu-Jamal. 
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LOS ANGELES — Male cops are 
so sexist they don’t just rape civil¬ 
ian women, they harass women cops, 
too. Recently, six out of 17 female 
cops working for the LA Metropoli¬ 
tan Transportation Authority (367 


cops total) filed sexual harass¬ 
ment complaints. Policewomen 
say male cops groped them, 
made lewd remarks, and circu¬ 
lated embarrassing photos. 

Demands by radical femi¬ 


nists that the male cops have 
their penises handcuffed to the 
exhaust pipes of speeding po¬ 
lice motorcycles were answered 
with a “no comment” from po¬ 
lice spokespersons. 
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Brutal cops, greedy businesses, counter-culture youth, and people of color; tensions rise in the West Bank community 


by Katrina and Burn One 

“Come back to the West Bank,” the 
neighborhood business association urges. As 
area businesses try to make room for yuppie 
shoppers, a formerly united community is 
turning on itself and local police are taking 
their brutality to a new level. 

PAID THUGS 

The third precinct, which patrols the 
West Bank neighborhood of Minneapolis, is 
offering businesses a deal. For $36 an hour 
they have the “opportunity” to hire off-duty 
police to thump, harass, brutalize, and stalk 
people under the pretense of protection. 
Some businesses that have not complied to 
the “offer” have received a thuggish thump 
themselves. One man was grabbed and 
roughed up in front of his place of employ¬ 
ment (an establishment that did not endorse 
the paid pigs plan) and told “We protect who 
pays us!” by the very officer who they chose 
not to hire. 

MPD JUMPS ON THE “FRY MUMIA” 
BANDWAGON 

Apparently bored with their routine of 
beating up poor people of color and hanging 
out in the donut aisle of Super America (or in 
Jack Hansen's case, the vodka aisle of Chi¬ 
cago Lake Liquors) the Minneapolis Police 
Department has joined the Fraternal Order 
of Police in its national campaign for the ex¬ 
ecution of African-American journalist and 
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal (see 
back page). 

At a demonstration in June protesting 
the signing of Abu-Jamal’s death warrant, the 
MPD brandished its in-training mounted unit 
and fumbled around on horseback, creating 
a disturbance out of a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion. Unable to cope with the jeers of dis¬ 
persing demonstrators, the officers quickly 
clicked into brute force mentality. They 
maced the crowd and grabbed and threw to 
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proclaimed “toughest gang in town,” have 
created their own Mumia demonstrations. 
Two months ago, West Bank pigs chased a 
worker/owner of the New Riverside Cafe into 
the establishment, dragged him back outside, 
called in more thugs and then randomly 
grabbed confused observers. The worker/ 
owner had been observing a “routine” shake- 
down of a Black youth. As the cops took the 
suspected observers downtown they threw 
out a few “Free Mumia” taunts, just in case 


bystanders didn’t realize that the people were 
arrested for being activists. The event that 
the MPD disrupted was a benefit for a local 
band that openly supported Mumia Abu- 
Jamal at a cafe that also supported him. 

The event was technically unrelated to 
Jamal, but those kinds of details don’t really 
matter to the MPD, just like the kids they 
maced outside of Hard Times didn’t have to 
be pro-Jamal activists to be targeted. The 
police-fabricated charges against the arrested 
worker/owners of the restaurant were imme¬ 
diately dismissed by prosecutors. It’s still 


munity in their fight against police. 
Copwatch promotes the idea that cops need 
to be watched; police are an occupying army 
and deserve to be treated like one. 

ARA has seen some pretty crazy shit on 
our bimonthly patrols. One night Copwatch 
came upon this scene: three big white jocks, 
one of whom had been stabbed; ten cops and 
five squad cars; and a smaller African boy 
who was severely beaten. The jock who had 
been stabbed was in an ambulance. The cops 
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were taking turns talking with the other two \ 
jocks and yelling at the gathering crowd. The 
African kid was handcuffed in the back of a 
squad car yelling for an ambulance. 

The cops assumed that the African youth 
had walked up to the jocks and stabbed one 
of them. They found it ridiculous that ob¬ 
servers would demand that the “stabber” re¬ 
ceive medical attention. The situation fit per - 
fectly with their racist make-believe images 
of violent Black youth. They felt that they 
didn’t need to take witness statements or fig¬ 
ure out how the African boy was beaten up. 


NOT LAUGHING: POLICE TRYING 
TO INSTIGATE A RACE WAR 

The West Bank community has a well- 
known history of being an autonomous com¬ 
munity with relative interracial harmony. 
This is not pleasing for businesses and po¬ 
lice who are trying to make room on the W est 
Bank for yuppie shoppers. The campaign to 
attract shoppers is clearly aimed at a cer¬ 
tain kind of people: middle-class whites who 
like being around people of different cultures 
as long as “they” are under police control. It 
is as loud as Thunder and as bright as Light¬ 
ning (the nicknames for Bobby Thunder and 
Jack Hansen, the West Bank beat cops) what 
developers have in mind for the W est Bank 
area. 

The third precinct is one the meanest 
and boldest in Minneapolis. They occupy not 
only the West Bank but also Phillips, Pow- 
derhorn, and Central neighborhoods, the 
poorest communities in south Minneapolis. 
Thunder and Lightning fit right in. For ex¬ 
ample, a Blast! editor once witnessed them 
calling a group of African kids who live on 
the West Bank “stupid niggers” and ridicul¬ 
ing them for “not knowing who they were 
related to” (i.e. calling each other “brother”). 
And this from two guys who are too dumb to 
understand people with accents (another fa¬ 
vorite complaint of theirs). 

Community relations are deteriorating 
quickly on the West Bank due the increas¬ 
ing police presence, the crack being pumped 
into the area, and the already-existing rac¬ 
ism in the white counter-culture scene. At a 
West Bank community meeting a white resi¬ 
dent claimed they had made progress by edu¬ 
cating the police on who the “real criminals” 
are and by convincing the cops to stop ha¬ 
rassing punks and people who look weird. 
But who does this guy think the “real crimi¬ 
nals” are and what did this teach the police? 

The cops are probably peeing their pants 
with joy over how easy it is to manipulate 
sectors of the community against each other. 
They’ll happily chill out on the “weird” white 


















shoppers, a formerly united community is 
turning on itself and local police are taking 
their brutality to a new level. 

PAID THUGS 

The third precinct, which patrols the 
West Bank neighborhood of Minneapolis, is 
offering businesses a deal. For $36 an hour 
they have the “opportunity” to hire off-duty 
police to thump, harass, brutalize, and stalk 
people under the pretense of protection. 
Some businesses that have not complied to 
the “offer” have received a thuggish thump 
themselves. One man was grabbed and 
roughed up in front of his place of employ¬ 
ment (an establishment that did not endorse 
the paid pigs plan) and told “W e protect who 
pays us!” by the very officer who they chose 
not to hire. 

MPD JUMPS ON THE “FRY MUMIA” 
BANDWAGON 

Apparently bored with their routine of 
beating up poor people of color and hanging 
out in the donut aisle of Super America (or in 
Jack Hansen's case, the vodka aisle of Chi¬ 
cago Lake Liquors) the Minneapolis Police 
Department has joined the Fraternal Order 
of Police in its national campaign for the ex¬ 
ecution of African-American journalist and 
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal (see 
back page). 

At a demonstration in June protesting 
the signing of Abu-Jamal’s death warrant, the 
MPD brandished its in-training mounted unit 
and fumbled around on horseback, creating 
a disturbance out of a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion. Unable to cope with the jeers of dis¬ 
persing demonstrators, the officers quickly 
clicked into brute force mentality. They 
maced the crowd and grabbed and threw to 
the ground many workers and residents of 
the West Bank community. 

The third precinct routinely spent their 
nights this summer driving around taunting 
people who live and hang out on the West 
Bank with “Fry Mumia” chants over squad 
megaphones. One night they even maced the 
people sitting outside of the Hard T imes as 
they drove by yelling “Fry Mumia!” 

Members of the MPD, Minneapolis’s self- 



called in more thugs and then randomly 
grabbed confused observers. The worker/ 
owner had been observing a “routine” shake- 
down of a Black youth. As the cops took the 
suspected observers downtown they threw 
out a few “Free Mumia” taunts, just in case 


bystanders didn’t realize that the people were 
arrested for being activists. The event that 
the MPD disrupted was a benefit for a local 
band that openly supported Mumia Abu- 
Jamal at a cafe that also supported him. 

The event was technically unrelated to 
Jamal, but those kinds of details don’t really 
matter to the MPD, just like the kids they 
maced outside of Hard Times didn’t have to 
be pro-Jamal activists to be targeted. The 
police-fabricated charges against the arrested 
worker/owners of the restaurant were imme¬ 
diately dismissed by prosecutors. It’s still 
legal to watch the police, for now. 

COPWATCH = KNOWLEDGE, 
KNOWLEDGE = POWER 

Copwatch, part of Anti-Racist Action’s 
anti-cop program, has moved its beat from 
downtown to the West Bank due to increas¬ 
ing accounts of police brutality there. They 
also moved to support and encourage the com- 


our bimonthly patrols. One night Copwatch 
came upon this scene: three big white jocks, 
one of whom had been stabbed; ten cops and 
five squad cars; and a smaller African boy 
who was severely beaten. The jock who had 
been stabbed was in an ambulance. The cops 

graphic: Ivan 


were taking turns talking with the other two i 
jocks and yelling at the gathering crowd. The 
African kid was handcuffed in the back of a 
squad car yelling for an ambulance. 

The cops assumed that the African youth 
had walked up to the jocks and stabbed one 
of them. They found it ridiculous that ob¬ 
servers would demand that the “stabber” re¬ 
ceive medical attention. The situation fit per - 
fectly with their racist make-believe images 
of violent Black youth. They felt that they 
didn’t need to take witness statements or fig¬ 
ure out how the African boy was beaten up. 
Copwatch people asked these questions and 
got answers, not from the police, but from 
witnesses who saw the three jocks jump the 
African boy and beat him for a long time be¬ 
fore one jock was stabbed. The witnesses 
were asking the police to take their state¬ 
ments but the police were in too big of a hurry 
to imprison another Black person to find out 
what had really happened. 


This is not pleasing for businesses and po¬ 
lice who are trying to make room on the W est 
Bank for yuppie shoppers. The campaign to 
attract shoppers is clearly aimed at a cer¬ 
tain kind of people: middle-class whites who 
like being around people of different cultures 
as long as “they” are under police control. It 
is as loud as Thunder and as bright as Light¬ 
ning (the nicknames for Bobby Thunder and 
Jack Hansen, the West Bank beat cops) what 
developers have in mind for the W est Bank 
area. 

The third precinct is one the meanest 
and boldest in Minneapolis. They occupy not 
only the West Bank but also Phillips, Pow- 
derhorn, and Central neighborhoods, the 
poorest communities in south Minneapolis. 
Thunder and Lightning fit right in. For ex¬ 
ample, a Blast! editor once witnessed them 
calling a group of African kids who live on 
the West Bank “stupid niggers” and ridicul¬ 
ing them for “not knowing who they were 
related to” (i.e. calling each other “brother”). 
And this from two guys who are too dumb to 
understand people with accents (another fa¬ 
vorite complaint of theirs). 

Community relations are deteriorating 
quickly on the West Bank due the increas¬ 
ing police presence, the crack being pumped 
into the area, and the already-existing rac¬ 
ism in the white counter-culture scene. At a 
West Bank community meeting a white resi¬ 
dent claimed they had made progress by edu¬ 
cating the police on who the “real criminals” 
are and by convincing the cops to stop ha¬ 
rassing punks and people who look weird. 
But who does this guy think the “real crimi¬ 
nals” are and what did this teach the police? 

The cops are probably peeing their pants 
with joy over how easy it is to manipulate 
sectors of the community against each other. 
They’ll happily chill out on the “weird” white 
people (for a while) if it means they can lock 
down Black kids. But those who side with 
the po-po better watch out because they won’t 
get special treatment forever. Yuppies won’t 
dig counter-culture youth hanging outrwhere 
they shop and as the saying goes, if you don’t 
stick up for people around you, when the time 
comes there will be no one left (or willing ) 
to stick up for you. 

Not all white people are trading 
loyalty for privilege. Many who con¬ 
sider the West Bank their community 
are angry about the increased police 
presence and the obvious racism they 
demonstrate. Many see through the 
city's goal of taking a radical, united 
community and turning it into a “multi- 


Police hog special anti-cop issue of The Blast! 




If you didn’t get to see a copy 
of the last issue of The Blast!, we 
think we might know why. It 
seems that some Minneapolis cops 
didn’t learn their lessons in kin- 






























pays us! Dy tne very omcer wno tney cnose 
not to hire. 

MPD JUMPS ON THE “FRY MUMIA” 
BANDWAGON 

Apparently bored with their routine of 
beating up poor people of color and hanging 
out in the donut aisle of Super America (or in 
Jack Hansen's case, the vodka aisle of Chi¬ 
cago Lake Liquors) the Minneapolis Police 
Department has joined the Fraternal Order 
of Police in its national campaign for the ex¬ 
ecution of African-American journalist and 
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal (see 
back page). 

At a demonstration in June protesting 
the signing of Abu-Jamal’s death warrant, the 
MPD brandished its in-training mounted unit 
and fumbled around on horseback, creating 
a disturbance out of a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion. Unable to cope with the jeers of dis¬ 
persing demonstrators, the officers quickly 
clicked into brute force mentality. They 
maced the crowd and grabbed and threw to 
the ground many workers and residents of 
the West Bank community. 

The third precinct routinely spent their 
nights this summer driving around taunting 
people who live and hang out on the West 
Bank with “Fry Mumia” chants over squad 
megaphones. One night they even maced the 
people sitting outside of the Hard T imes as 
they drove by yelling “Fry Mumia!” 

Members of the MPD, Minneapolis’s self¬ 


bystanders didn’t realize that the people were 
arrested for being activists. The event that 
the MPD disrupted was a benefit for a local 
band that openly supported Mumia Abu- 
Jamal at a cafe that also supported him. 

The event was technically unrelated to 
Jamal, but those kinds of details don’t really 
matter to the MPD, just like the kids they 
maced outside of Hard Times didn’t have to 
be pro-Jamal activists to be targeted. The 
police-fabricated charges against the arrested 
worker/owners of the restaurant were imme¬ 
diately dismissed by prosecutors. It’s still 
legal to watch the police, for now. 

COPWATCH = KNOWLEDGE, 
KNOWLEDGE = POWER 

Copwatch, part of Anti-Racist Action’s 
anti-cop program, has moved its beat from 
downtown to the West Bank due to increas¬ 
ing accounts of police brutality there. They 
also moved to support and encourage the com- 


were taking turns talking with the other two % 
jocks and yelling at the gathering crowd. The 
African kid was handcuffed in the back of a 
squad car yelling for an ambulance. 

The cops assumed that the African youth 
had walked up to the jocks and stabbed one 
of them. They found it ridiculous that ob¬ 
servers would demand that the “stabber” re- 
ceivt medical attention. The situation fit per - 
fectly with their racist make-believe images 
of violent Black youth. They felt that they 
didn’t need to take witness statements or fig¬ 
ure out how the African boy was beaten up. 
Copwatch people asked these questions and 
got answers, not from the police, but from 
witnesses who saw the three jocks jump the 
African boy and beat him for a long time be¬ 
fore one jock was stabbed. The witnesses 
were asking the police to take their state¬ 
ments but the police were in too big of a hurry 
to imprison another Black person to find out 
what had really happened. 


ample, a Blast! editor once witnessed them 
calling a group of African kids who live on 
the West Bank “stupid niggers” and ridicul¬ 
ing them for “not knowing who they were 
related to” (i.e. calling each other “brother”). 
And this from two guys who are too dumb to 
understand people with accents (another fa¬ 
vorite complaint of theirs). 

Community relations are deteriorating 
quickly on the West Bank due the increas¬ 
ing police presence, the crack being pumped 
into the area, and the already-existing rac¬ 
ism in the white counter-culture scene. At a 
West Bank community meeting a white resi¬ 
dent claimed they had made progress by edu¬ 
cating the police on who the “real criminals” 
are and by convincing the cops to stop ha¬ 
rassing punks and people who look weird. 
But who does this guy think the “real crimi¬ 
nals” are and what did this teach the police? 

The cops are probably peeing their pants 
with joy over how easy it is to manipulate 
sectors of the community against each other. 
They’ll happily chill out on the “weird” white 
people (for a while) if it means they can lock 
down Black kids. But those who side with 
the po-po better watch out because they won’t 
get special treatment forever. Yuppies won’t 
dig counter-culture youth hanging out where 
they shop and as the saying goes, if you don’t 
stick up for people around you, when the time 
comes there will be no one left (or willing ) 
to stick up for you. 

Not all white people are trading 
loyalty for privilege. Many who con¬ 
sider the West Bank their community 
are angry about the increased police 
presence and the obvious racism they 
demonstrate. Many see through the 
city's goal of taking a radical, united 
community and turning it into a “multi¬ 
cultural” shopping district catering to 
white suburbanites. Further, many 
people are committed to stopping it. 
For example, handmade stickers pro¬ 
claiming “COPS OFF THE WEST 
BANK! THIS IS OUR NEIGHBOR¬ 
HOOD” have been plastered all over 
the West Bank. 

The situation on the West Bank 
continues to grow more volatile. People 
who consider it their community will 
have to unite to save the West Bank 
from urban planning and brutal cops. 



Police hog special anti-cop issue of The Blast! 


PO BOX 7075 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55407 

JOLSON@POLISCI.UMN.EDU 

AGITATORS: Nikolas Kautz, Erin Immaculate, Katrina, joel, Justine Abinni 
CONTRIBUTORS: Burn One, Polly Pagenhart, Juliana Pegues, Mr. Mike, Laura, 
Kieran, Audrey, Ivan, Welfare Rights Committee 
COVER: Jean-Marc /Agit!Grafix 



If you didn’t get to see a copy 
of the last issue of The Blast!, we 
think we might know why. It 
seems that some Minneapolis cops 
didn’t learn their lessons in kin¬ 
dergarten—they just don’t know 
how to share. 

One employee of a West Bank 
business informed us that she saw 
a squad car confiscating stacks of 
Blastls from racks across the en¬ 
tire neighborhood. We’ve had 
other unconfirmed reports of cops 
driving off with bundles of papers. 

So if you can’t find us on local 
newsracks or in the garbage cans 
at your neighborhood donut shop, 
send us $2 and we’ll mail one right 
to your door. 
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by Justine Abinni, with Nikolas Kaut z 


Several tough workplace struggles have 
recently shown that you have to break the 
law to win a strike, and that winning a strike 
doesn’t necessarily give you justice. Why? Be¬ 
cause our bosses are “restructuring” to be 
more “flexible,” which is a fancy way of say¬ 
ing, Bust the union, close up shop, move, and 
exploit labor somewhere else. 

The use of temporary labor, contract 
workers, part-time and non-union labor, as 
well as the smashing of unions and moving 
union shops to countries where labor costs 
are cheaper, are all part of this restructur - 
ing. So is squeezing more productivity out of 
fewer workers. U.S. workers are fighting to 
defend their wages and benefits (which 
haven’t risen against inflation in ten years), 
and sometimes their very jobs. Capitalists, 
meanwhile, see U.S. workers as pampered 
compared to Mexican or Asian laborers, and 
in need of a little trim of privileges. 

So the bosses recently attacked highly- 
paid, highly-skilled workers, who are major - 
ity older white men (newspaper press-opera- 
tors and aircraft assemblers who build the 
most expensive flying machines in the world). 
At the same time, owners are kicking the legs 
out from underneath the most highly-ex¬ 
ploited workers, the ones who have the most 
dangerous working conditions and the hard¬ 
est lives (including, in the U.S., seamstresses 
in urban sweatshops, who are mostly Asian 
immigrant women; in Mexico or the Pacific 
rim, piecework assemblers, who, again, are 
often poor women). 

Some examples of current or recent 
fightbacks by U.S. workers include: 

i ■ i_ .-I. rni_ a .l 


Detroit strikers face off with cops. Photo: Against the Current 


years for protesting unsafe working condi¬ 
tions in Decatur, IL. 

•University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
— AFSCME Local 1164 and Teamsters Lo¬ 
cal 320 have already voted to strike once, and 
are in the last stages of their contract nego¬ 
tiations. 

In response to aggressive union busting, 
workers are doing a little “restructuring” of 
their own. In October, AFL-CIO members 
elected a new leader, John Sweeney, whose 
campaign pledge is to organize lower-paid 
workers, including women and men of color 
in service industries. 

New workplace organizing should be 
militantly anti-racist. This means that work¬ 
ers not only actively challenge racism in the 
workplace but also the racist and genocidal 
actions of the U.S. government, like building 

nwwu nriunnu f luii wniild ImilMH 21 lllSJIHOlinr 


abuse poor and non-white people on a regu¬ 
lar basis. 

New workplace organizing should also 
empower the rank and file to define the di¬ 
rection of their own struggle. People of color 
and women should be given support to help 
them challenge injustices they face at work. 

The capitalists are envisioning a whole 
new global future, where their investments 
(our exploitation and misery) know no bor¬ 
ders—no borders in terms of nations of 
people, geography, or divisions among people 
on the basis of identity. Our enemies see their 
world holistically, and so must we. Therefore, 
new workplace organizing should see the fol¬ 
lowing as workplaces in which capitalists 
depress wages, despoil the earth, and ruin 
quality of life: prisons, the cities and rural 
areas of the Asia-Pacific region, the 
strnntcornors of larcre U.S. cities, and more. 


Arne Carlson 
threatened to 
bring in the 
National 
Guard; the 
head of Minne¬ 
sota Teamsters 
countered with 
a threat of a 
state-wide 
Teamster 
strike. That 
brought man¬ 
agement back 
to the table. 

• Detroit 


newspaper 
strike — Since 

July 13, Detroit newspaper workers from six 
different unions have been waging a long¬ 
term struggle with their employer, Gannett 
Knight-Ridder Inc., which publishes The 
Detroit News and The Detroit “Free” Press. 

Strikers have had to create a solid picket 
line to protect themselves from real cops and 
rented cops in riot gear. The company re¬ 
sorted to flying papers out by chopper and to 
suing strikers under the infamous RICO rule. 
Workers have issued their own newspaper, 
The Detroit Sunday Journal. Picketers in¬ 
clude other workers (acting autonomously of 
whatever union they’re in, if any). 

•Boeing walkout — The company had 
moved 45,000 jobs to Mexico, China, and Ja¬ 
pan in the name of “flexibility.” Workers said, 
Okay, we can flex, too. Thirty-two thousand 
walked in defense of job security. For the com- 
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Several tough workplace struggles have 
recently shown that you have to break the 
law to win a strike, and that winning a strike 
doesn’t necessarily give you justice. Why? Be¬ 
cause our bosses are “restructuring” to be 
more “flexible,” which is a fancy way of say¬ 
ing, Bust the union, close up shop, move, and 
exploit labor somewhere else. 

The use of temporary labor, contract 
workers, part-time and non-union labor, as 
well as the smashing of unions and moving 
union shops to countries where labor costs 
are cheaper, are all part of this restructur - 
ing. So is squeezing more productivity out of 
fewer workers. U.S. workers are fighting to 
defend their wages and benefits (which 
haven’t risen against inflation in ten years), 
and sometimes their very jobs. Capitalists, 
meanwhile, see U.S. workers as pampered 
compared to Mexican or Asian laborers, and 
in need of a little trim of privileges. 

So the bosses recently attacked highly- 
paid, highly-skilled workers, who are major - 
ity older white men (newspaper press-opera¬ 
tors and aircraft assemblers who build the 
most expensive flying machines in the world). 
At the same time, owners are kicking the legs 
out from underneath the most highly-ex¬ 
ploited workers, the ones who have the most 
dangerous working conditions and the hard¬ 
est lives (including, in the U.S., seamstresses 
in urban sweatshops, who are mostly Asian 
immigrant women; in Mexico or the Pacific 
rim, piecework assemblers, who, again, are 
often poor women). 

Some examples of current or recent 
fightbacks by U.S. workers include: 

•Minneapolis bus strike — The Amal¬ 
gamated Transit Union Local 1005 shut down 
Twin Cities buses for three weeks. Governor 
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years for protesting unsafe working condi¬ 
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are in the last stages of their contract nego¬ 
tiations. 
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workers are doing a little “restructuring” of 
their own. In October, AFL-CIO members 
elected a new leader, John Sweeney, whose 
campaign pledge is to organize lower-paid 
workers, including women and men of color 
in service industries. 

New workplace organizing should be 
militantly anti-racist. This means that work¬ 
ers not only actively challenge racism in the 
workplace but also the racist and genocidal 
actions of the U.S. government, like building 
more prisons that would house a dispropor - 
tionate amount of African American men, or 
government funding for more cops who only 


abuse poor and non-white people on a regu¬ 
lar basis. 

New workplace organizing should also 
empower the rank and file to define the di¬ 
rection of their own struggle. People of color 
and women should be given support to help 
them challenge injustices they face at work. 

The capitalists are envisioning a whole 
new global future, where their investments 
(our exploitation and misery) know no bor¬ 
ders—no borders in terms of nations of 
people, geography, or divisions among people 
on the basis of identity. Our enemies see their 
world holistically, and so must we. Therefore, 
new workplace organizing should see the fol¬ 
lowing as workplaces in which capitalists 
depress wages, despoil the earth, and ruin 
quality of life: prisons, the cities and rural 
areas of the Asia-Pacific region, the 
streetcorners of large U.S. cities, and more. 
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bring in the 
National 
Guard; the 
head of Minne¬ 
sota Teamsters 
countered with 
a threat of a 
state-wide 
Teamster 
strike. That 
brought man¬ 
agement back 
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• Detroit 


newspaper 
strike — Since 

July 13, Detroit newspaper workers from six 
different unions have been waging a long¬ 
term struggle with their employer, Gannett 
Knight-Ridder Inc., which publishes The 
Detroit News and The Detroit “Free” Press. 

Strikers have had to create a solid picket 
line to protect themselves from real cops and 
rented cops in riot gear. The company re¬ 
sorted to flying papers out by chopper and to 
suing strikers under the infamous RICO rule. 
Workers have issued their own newspaper, 
The Detroit Sunday Journal. Picketers in¬ 
clude other workers (acting autonomously of 
whatever union they’re in, if any). 

•Boeing walkout — The company had 
moved 45,000 jobs to Mexico, China, and Ja¬ 
pan in the name of “flexibility.” Workers said, 
Okay, we can flex, too. Thirty-two thousand 
walked in defense of job security. For the com¬ 
pany, productivity, profits, and management 
salaries are all rising. 

•Staley stalemate — Locked out for 2 


Greedy, Tacky, and Unfair! 

We Wouldn’t Buy Her Underwear! 

In celebration of a national day of action against clothing designer Jes¬ 
sica McClintock, nearly one hundred protesters created a ruckus outside of 
the ritzy Gaviidae Common mall in downtown Minneapolis on November 
18. Saturday shoppers were welcomed by the banging of drums and shouts 
of “Your dresses, they’re pink; Your wages, they stink!” echoing off the sky- 


WHERE THE HELL S THE REST OF THE PAPER? 


Officer Dingleberry got his revenge! Angry 
at all the anti-police content in the last Blast! 
(#6), he tried to seize every copy of this issue of 
before we could get it into your hands! Fortu¬ 
nately, he failed to destroy everything, but he 
did manage to leave you, dear reader, with less 
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meanwhile, see U.S. workers as pampered 
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and women should be given support to help 
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new global future, where their investments 
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Greedy, Tacky, and Unfair! 

We Wouldn’t Buy Her Underwear! 

In celebration of a national day of action against clothing designer Jes¬ 
sica McClintock, nearly one hundred protesters created a ruckus outside of 
the ritzy Gaviidae Common mall in downtown Minneapolis on November 
18. Saturday shoppers were welcomed by the banging of drums and shouts 
of “Your dresses, they’re pink; Your wages, they stink!” echoing off the sky¬ 
ways. Meanwhile, street theatre entertained the passersby—smarmy busi¬ 
nessmen and a pink-frocked, skull-faced Jessica puppet harrassed garment 
workers and attempted to buy off the media and the rent-a-cops. 

When the protest marched into the mall, we were met with hostility 
from McClintock boutique workers and Gaviidae security, who warned us 
that we could chant quietly on the way out but would be arrested if anyone 
“flipped the bird.” Gaviidae, of course, is the Latin name for our well-known 
State Bird, the loon, but this may not have been the bird they meant. 

The Garment Workers Justice Campaign day of action was called in 
support of Asian immigrant garment workers who have not been paid for 
sewing McClintock dresses. Jessica McClintock has made herself rich off 
of sweatshop labor, and is still refusing to pay twelve Chinese garment 
workers who were never paid for their work. 

Help support the boycott—stop by a Jessica McClintock boutique and 
tell them you will be boycotting her clothing until she pays the back wages 
and takes responsibility for sweatshop labor conditions. 


WHERE THE HELL S THE REST OF THE PAPER? 


Officer Dingleberry got his revenge! Angry 
at all the anti-police content in the last Blast! 
(#6), he tried to seize every copy of this issue of 
before we could get it into your hands! Fortu¬ 
nately, he failed to destroy everything, but he 
did manage to leave you, dear reader, with less 
than half a Blast! to read. That's less than half 
of the revolutionary analysis, local and global 
news, humor, and pissed-off-as-hell-ness you've 
come to expect from Minneapolis's most hon¬ 
est and opinionated tabloid. 

Thankfully, Officer Dingleberry isn't very 
smart. We told him we were going to publish 
the next issue in Nome, Alaska because it's much 
warmer there, and he immediately jumped into 
his police cruiser and drove there, determined 
to snag the entire issue this time! 

Dingleberry probably won't realize that we 
tricked him until sometime in mid-January. 
That gives us until then to hurry up and put 
out a full edition of the next issue, but to do 



that before Dingleberry returns, we need your 
help! Help us get a full, 28-page packed issue 
of The Blast! out by January by subscribing to 
the paper or by sending us a small donation. 
Thanks! 
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WELFARE RIGHTS SHOWDOWN WITH THE LAW 

CUT BACK? 



This year Congress passed anti-welfare legislation that, if signed into 
law by President Clinton, will be one of the single largest attacks on low- 
income people in modern US history “We are demanding Clinton veto 
the welfare reform bill,” said Linden Gawboy of the Welfare Rights Com¬ 
mittee. The WRC has picketed the offices of politicians and thousands 
have signed the Committee's petitions saying “no” to the cuts. 

“This is a life and death situation,” said the Welfare Rights 
Committee's Mimi Molina. ‘“These bills will create a five-year lifetime 
limit for receiving benefits, force us into slave labor programs, deny all 
benefits to legal immigrants, and punish teenage mothers.” 

The legislation would eliminate the AFDC program and replace it 
with block grants that the states can dole out as they see fit. Spending 
will be capped so that as the number of people in poverty increases, there 
will be less money to go around. 


Sometimes we win! 

Mexican Residents Put A 
Hole-in-One In Ruling 
Class Golfers’Plans 


TEPOZTLAN, MEXICO—The 
mayor of this village resigned last 
September after residents occupied 
the town hall and seized hostages 
to block plans for Mexican and 
American corporations to seize an 
ecological reserve and carve a golf 
course and industrial park out of it. 

Rich Mexican executives want 
to build an elite 18-hole “member’s- 
only” golf course designed by Jack 
Nicklaus in Tepoztlan, and the GTE 
corporation wants to build a $30 
million computer center on the 
same land. However, their plans 
were foiled when residents staged 
a 12-day protest. Police were sent 
in to restore order, but they had to 
flee after residents pelted them 


with rocks, burned cars, and 
blocked streets with barbed wire. 

The protestors, organized as 
the Unity Committee, also took six 
hostages (including several state 
officials), but they released them 
after the mayor agreed to resign. 
Townspeople demanded that the 
mayor quit because he rubber- 
stamped the whole project behind 
their backs. 

The mayor will be replaced by 
a seven-person town council, which 
will revoke municipal licenses for 
the developments, according to 
Unity Committee member Flores 
Ayala. 

—from New York Times 


LOCAL AND C 


WASHINGTON — Tearing 
at the already paper-thin dif¬ 
ference that separates “liber¬ 
als” from “conservatives,” 
President Bill Clinton hinted 
he would sign the Republicans’ 
sinister welfare reform bill, 
even though it would push at 
least 1.2 million children below 
the poverty level. After con¬ 
fessing this at a press confer¬ 
ence, a mysterious birthmark 
emerged on Clinton’s forehead 
bearing the message you see in 
this remarkable photograph. 
Members of the ruling class ex¬ 
pressed horror after the mes¬ 
sage appeared on Clinton’s 
forehead. “It should have read 
‘lackey’,” commented one For¬ 
tune 500 chief executive. 
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NEO-NAZI SKINHEADS? SCARED LITTLE WEASELS! 


MINNEAPOLIS — On Novem¬ 
ber 9th, a hundred people gathered 
at Cedar and Riverside Bank av¬ 
enues on the West Bank to remem¬ 
ber Kristallnacht, “the night of bro¬ 
ken glass,” when nazis smashed 
Jewish businesses and synagogues 
in Germany in 1938. This has tra¬ 
ditionally been a day of both anti¬ 
fascist and fascist organizing 
around the world. Anti-Racist Ac¬ 
tion organized this event, hoping to 
bring back the three-year tradition 
of annual anti-fascist demos that 
was broken last year. 

The previous marches were at¬ 
tacked by neo-nazis celebrating vio¬ 


lence against Jewish people. One 
year, they sent four anti-racist ac¬ 
tivists to the hospital. In 1993, 
Kieran Frazier Knutson defended 
himself at the rally when a nazi 
skinhead, Daniel Simmer, charged 
him with brass knuckles. Simmer 
was arrested at the scene. Four 
weeks later prosecutors dropped 
Simmer’s charges and slapped 
Kieran with two felony assault 
charges, which are still pending. 
(See next page for an update on 
Kieran’s case.) 

This year the march not only 
had an anti-nazi attitude but also 
an anti-cop, anti-criminal justice 


system and a pro-woman, pro-queer 
attitude, with speakers from the 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota 8, Refuse and 
Resist!, Love and Rage Anarchist 
Federation, ARA and the West 
Bank community. 

With lit torches we marched 
across the Washington Avenue 
bridge chanting and carrying ban¬ 
ners. No nazis showed their ugly 
faces (but Anti-Racist Action was 
ready just in case) and there were 
no arrests even though the boys in 
blue showed up in force. —Katrina 


It’s a tradition... 
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FASCISTS IN THE FJORD! 
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FIGHT BACK! 

This year Congress passed anti-welfare legislation that, if signed into 
law by President Clinton, will be one of the single largest attacks on low- 
income people in modern US history. “We are demanding Clinton veto 
the welfare reform bill,” said Linden Gawboy of the Welfare Rights Com¬ 
mittee. The WRC has picketed the offices of politicians and thousands 
have signed the Committee's petitions saying “no” to the cuts. 

“This is a life and death situation,” said the Welfare Rights 
Committee’s Mimi Molina. “These bills will create a five-year lifetime 
limit for receiving benefits, force us into slave labor programs, deny all 
benefits to legal immigrants, and punish teenage mothers.” 

The legislation would eliminate the AFDC program and replace it 
with block grants that the states can dole out as they see fit. Spending 
will be capped so that as the number of people in poverty increases, there 
will be less money to go around. 

Whether Clinton vetoes the attacks or not, the WRC is planning a 
major demonstration for the opening of the state legislature at 12 noon 
January 16th. “We are going to make our voices heard,” said Gawboy. 
“Reactionary, poor-bashing politicians want to put more of us in the streets. 
We're going to send them a message that we are going to fight them every 
step of the way.” 

Call President Clinton! Demand a veto! 202-456-1111 

DEMONSTRATE! January 16 , 1996, 12 noon, Minnesota State 
Capitol, St. Paul 

As ye reap, so shall ye sow Dept. 

THREATS TO LAWMAKERS’ 
LIVES RISE SHARPLY 

WASHINGTON—Threats < 

against members of Congress in- > ? 


September after residents occupied 
the town hall and seized hostages 
to block plans for Mexican and 
American corporations to seize an 
ecological reserve and carve a golf 
course and industrial park out of it. 

Rich Mexican executives want 
to build an elite 18-hole “member’s- 
only” golf course designed by Jack 
Nicklaus in Tepoztlan, and the GTE 
corporation wants to build a $30 
million computer center on the 
same land. However, their plans 
were foiled when residents staged 
a 12-day protest. Police were sent 
in to restore order, but they had to 
flee after residents pelted them 


The protestors, organized as 
the Unity Committee, also took six 
hostages (including several state 
officials), but they released them 
after the mayor agreed to resign. 
Townspeople demanded that the 
mayor quit because he rubber- 
stamped the whole project behind 
their backs. 

The mayor will be replaced by 
a seven-person town council, which 
will revoke municipal licenses for 
the developments, according to 
Unity Committee member Flores 
Ayala. 

—from New York Times 


fessing this at a press confer¬ 
ence, a mysterious birthmark 
emerged on Clinton’s forehead 
bearing the message you see in 
this remarkable photograph. 
Members of the ruling class ex¬ 
pressed horror after the mes¬ 
sage appeared on Clinton’s 
forehead. “It should have read 
‘lackey’,” commented one For¬ 
tune 500 chief executive. 
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NEO-NAZI SKINHEADS? SCARED LITTLE WEASELS! 


MINNEAPOLIS — On Novem¬ 
ber 9th, a hundred people gathered 
at Cedar and Riverside Bank av¬ 
enues on the West Bank to remem¬ 
ber Kristallnacht, “the night of bro¬ 
ken glass,” when nazis smashed 
Jewish businesses and synagogues 
in Germany in 1938. This has tra¬ 
ditionally been a day of both anti¬ 
fascist and fascist organizing 
around the world. Anti-Racist Ac¬ 
tion organized this event, hoping to 
bring back the three-year tradition 
of annual anti-fascist demos that 
was broken last year. 

The previous marches were at¬ 
tacked by neo-nazis celebrating vio¬ 


lence against Jewish people. One 
year, they sent four anti-racist ac¬ 
tivists to the hospital. In 1993, 
Kieran Frazier Knutson defended 
himself at the rally when a nazi 
skinhead, Daniel Simmer, charged 
him with brass knuckles. Simmer 
was arrested at the scene. Four 
weeks later prosecutors dropped 
Simmer’s charges and slapped 
Kieran with two felony assault 
charges, which are still pending. 
(See next page for an update on 
Kieran’s case.) 

This year the march not only 
had an anti-nazi attitude but also 
an anti-cop, anti-criminal justice 


system and a pro-woman, pro-queer 
attitude, with speakers from the 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota 8, Refuse and 
Resist!, Love and Rage Anarchist 
Federation, ARA and the West 
Bank community. 

With lit torches we marched 
across the Washington Avenue 
bridge chanting and carrying ban¬ 
ners. No nazis showed their ugly 
faces (but Anti-Racist Action was 
ready just in case) and there were 
no arrests even though the boys in 
blue showed up in force. — Katrina 


FASCISTS IN THE FJORD! 


It’s a tradition... 

South Korean Students 
Thrash Police 

American Students Should be Taking Notes 


SEOUL—On September 28, 
thousands of South Korean stu¬ 
dents fought pitched battles with 
riot police in protest against a gov¬ 
ernment decision not to indict two 
ex-presidents in connection with 
the brutal suppression of a civilian 
uprising 15 years ago in Kwangju. 

mi__i__ _ . ._ i _i i 


campus earlier in the day, students 
burnt effigies of President Kim 
Young-sam and his predecessors 
Roh Tae-woo and Chun Doo-hwan. 

The day before, students in 
Kwangju threw stones and chanted 
outside the American Centre, de¬ 
nouncing the US role in the 1980 


Danish residents make nazi 
soup—And it tastes awful! 

ROSKILDE, DENMARK— 
Anti-fascists and local residents 
here put a decisive end to an Au¬ 
gust 17 neo-nazi march commemo¬ 
rating the day that Rudolf Hess, a 
former deputy of Hitler, committed 
suicide in prison. 

The day began with masked 
anti-fascists blockading the demon¬ 
stration. Police arrested the 
counter-demonstrators and the 
march got underway. 

But the nazis did not reach 
their goal. Anti-fascists turned 
them back with rocks and fireworks 












FIGHT BACK! 

This year Congress passed anti-welfare legislation that, if signed into 
law by President Clinton, will be one of the single largest attacks on low- 
income people in modern US history. “We are demanding Clinton veto 
the welfare reform bill,” said Linden Gawboy of the Welfare Rights Com¬ 
mittee. The WRC has picketed the offices of politicians and thousands 
have signed the Committee's petitions saying “no” to the cuts. 

“This is a life and death situation,” said the Welfare Rights 
Committee's Mimi Molina. “These bills will create a five-year lifetime 
limit for receiving benefits, force us into slave labor programs, deny all 
benefits to legal immigrants, and punish teenage mothers.” 

The legislation would eliminate the AFDC program and replace it 
with block grants that the states can dole out as they see fit. Spending 
will be capped so that as the number of people in poverty increases, there 
will be less money to go around. 

Whether Clinton vetoes the attacks or not, the WRC is planning a 
major demonstration for the opening of the state legislature at 12 noon 
January 16th. “We are going to make our voices heard,” said Gawboy. 
“Reactionary, poor-bashing politicians want to put more of us in the streets. 
We're going to send them a message that we are going to fight them every 
step of the way.” 

Call President Clinton! Demand a veto! 202-456-1111 

DEMONSTRATE! January 16, 1996, 12 noon, Minnesota State 
Capitol, St Paul 


As ye reap, so shall ye sow Dept. 


THREATS TO LAWMAKERS’ 
LIVES RISE SHARPLY 


WASHINGTON—Threats 
against members of Congress in¬ 
creased by 43 percent in the first 
three months of Republican rule in 
Congress, compared with the same 
period last year, according to Capi¬ 
tol Police. Between January 1 and 
March 31, there also were 138 dem¬ 
onstrations within the Capitol com¬ 
plex, and 94 arrests for civil disobe¬ 
dience. This was a 48 percent in¬ 
crease over the same period last 
year; there were no arrests in the 
same period last year. —from The 
Hill 
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NEO-NAZI SKINHEADS? SCARED LITTLE WEASELS! 


MINNEAPOLIS — On Novem¬ 
ber 9th, a hundred people gathered 
at Cedar and Riverside Bank av¬ 
enues on the West Bank to remem¬ 
ber Kristallnacht, “the night of bro¬ 
ken glass,” when nazis smashed 
Jewish businesses and synagogues 
in Germany in 1938. This has tra¬ 
ditionally been a day of both anti¬ 
fascist and fascist organizing 
around the world. Anti-Racist Ac¬ 
tion organized this event, hoping to 
bring back the three-year tradition 
of annual anti-fascist demos that 
was broken last year. 

The previous marches were at¬ 
tacked by neo-nazis celebrating vio¬ 


lence against Jewish people. One 
year, they sent four anti-racist ac¬ 
tivists to the hospital. In 1993, 
Kieran Frazier Knutson defended 
himself at the rally when a nazi 
skinhead, Daniel Simmer, charged 
him with brass knuckles. Simmer 
was arrested at the scene. Four 
weeks later prosecutors dropped 
Simmer’s charges and slapped 
Kieran with two felony assault 
charges, which are still pending. 
(See next page for an update on 
Kieran’s case.) 

This year the march not only 
had an anti-nazi attitude but also 
an anti-cop, anti-criminal justice 


system and a pro-woman, pro-queer 
attitude, with speakers from the 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota 8, Refuse and 
Resist!, Love and Rage Anarchist 
Federation, ARA and the West 
Bank community. 

With lit torches we marched 
across the Washington Avenue 
bridge chanting and carrying ban¬ 
ners. No nazis showed their ugly 
faces (but Anti-Racist Action was 
ready just in case) and there were 
no arrests even though the boys in 
blue showed up in force. — Katrina 


FASCISTS INTHEFJOKD! 


It’s a tradition ... 


South Korean Students 
Thrash Police 

American Students Should be Taking Notes 


SEOUL—On September 28, 
thousands of South Korean stu¬ 
dents fought pitched battles with 
riot police in protest against a gov¬ 
ernment decision not to indict two 
ex-presidents in connection with 
the brutal suppression of a civilian 
uprising 15 years ago in Kwangju. 
The students say the two, both 
army generals at the time, were 
responsible for the crackdown and 
should be tried. 

About 700 student activists 
hurled hundreds of fire bombs at 
riot police, who used tear gas dur¬ 
ing demonstrations outside two 
campuses in Seoul. 

Elsewhere in Seoul, more than 
1,500 students at two other univer¬ 
sities staged similar protests. 

During a rally on the Konkuk 


campus earlier in the day, students 
burnt effigies of President Kim 
Young-sam and his predecessors 
Roh Tae-woo and Chun Doo-hwan. 

The day before, students in 
Kwangju threw stones and chanted 
outside the American Centre, de¬ 
nouncing the US role in the 1980 
massacre. Students accuse the 
United States, which had opera¬ 
tional command over most South 
Korean troops at the time, of com¬ 
plicity in the military crackdown. 
The official count put the number 
of killed at Kwangju at about 200 
but dissidents say the death toll 
was much higher. 

Students in South Korea are 
famous for frequently battling po¬ 
lice in protests for social justice. 

—Reuters 


Danish residents make nazi 
soup—And it tastes awful! 

ROSKILDE, DENMARK— 
Anti-fascists and local residents 
here put a decisive end to an Au¬ 
gust 17 neo-nazi march commemo¬ 
rating the day that Rudolf Hess, a 
former deputy of Hitler, committed 
suicide in prison. 

The day began with masked 
anti-fascists blockading the demon¬ 
stration. Police arrested the 
counter-demonstrators and the 
march got underway. 

But the nazis did not reach 
their goal. Anti-fascists turned 
them back with rocks and fireworks 
and were again dispersed by police, 
who escorted the nazis back to their 
starting point. 

When they got there, local resi¬ 
dents surrounded the nazis. “Into 
the harbour with them!” shouted 
residents, and the nazis fled in 
panic towards Roskilde’s fjord. Only 
under heavy police protection could 
they make it back to their bus, 
which pulled out of town with sev¬ 
eral smashed windows. A total of 
57 anti-fascists were arrested. 

—Niels Rohleder 
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CLINTON REVEALS: 
HE’S SATAN! 


UNHEADS? SCARED LITTLE WEASELS! 
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lence against Jewish people. One 
year, they sent four anti-racist ac¬ 
tivists to the hospital. In 1993, 
Kieran Frazier Knutson defended 
himself at the rally when a nazi 
skinhead, Daniel Simmer, charged 
him with brass knuckles. Simmer 
was arrested at the scene. Four 
weeks later prosecutors dropped 
Simmer’s charges and slapped 
Kieran with two felony assault 
charges, which are still pending. 
(See next page for an update on 
Kieran’s case.) 

This year the march not only 
had an anti-nazi attitude but also 
an anti-cop, anti-criminal justice 


system and a pro-woman, pro-queer 
attitude, with speakers from the 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota 8, Refuse and 
Resist!, Love and Rage Anarchist 
Federation, ARA and the West 
Bank community. 

With lit torches we marched 
across the Washington Avenue 
bridge chanting and carrying ban¬ 
ners. No nazis showed their ugly 
faces (but Anti-Racist Action was 
ready just in case) and there were 
no arrests even though the boys in 
blue showed up in force. —Katrina 
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WASHINGTON — Tearing 
at the already paper-thin dif¬ 
ference that separates “liber¬ 
als” from “conservatives,” 
President Bill Clinton hinted 
he would sign the Republicans’ 
sinister welfare reform bill, 
even though it would push at 
least 1.2 million children below 
the poverty level. After con¬ 
fessing this at a press confer¬ 
ence, a mysterious birthmark 
emerged on Clinton’s forehead 
bearing the message you see in 
this remarkable photograph. 
Members of the ruling class ex¬ 
pressed horror after the mes¬ 
sage appeared on Clinton’s 
forehead. “It should have read 
‘lackey’,” commented one For¬ 
tune 500 chief executive. 


LOCAL AND GLOBAL NEWS 


Operations: 

Some Look Icky 

House votes to ban “really 
gross” medical procedure 


Anti-choicers succeeded in grossing out members of Con¬ 
gress, prompting them to vote to outlaw a specific method of 
abortion that is used in the second trimester. After viewing 
pictures provided by anti-choice lobbyists, the House voted 
288-to-139 to make the method a crime on the grounds that 
it is not very aesthetically pleasing. The decision had noth¬ 
ing to do with the safety of the procedure in question, which 
doctors say is medically neccessary in some circumstances. 

The abortion method, a variation on the common dila¬ 
tion and evacuation procedure, was renamed “partial birth 
abortion,” by the self-proclaimed “pro-lifers.” Because the 
term “partial birth abortion” is medically meaningless and 
the House bill is exceptionally vague, many doctors fear that 
it could actually criminalize most physicians performing sec¬ 
ond trimester abortions. No anti-choicer could be reached 
for comment by The Blast!, but one can assume that the jail¬ 
ing of doctors and endangering of women’s lives would be all 
good in their opinion anyway. 




FASCISTS INTHE FJORD! 
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The protestors, organized as 
the Unity Committee, also took six 
hostages (including several state 
officials), but they released them 
after the mayor agreed to resign. 
Townspeople demanded that the 
mayor quit because he rubber- 
stamped the whole project behind 
their backs. 

The mayor will be replaced by 
a seven-person town council, which 
will revoke municipal licenses for 
the developments, according to 
Unity Committee member Flores 
Ayala. 

—from New York Times 


ieuMing tins at a press confer¬ 
ence, a mysterious birthmark 
emerged on Clinton’s forehead 
bearing the message you see in 
this remarkable photograph. 
Members of the ruling class ex¬ 
pressed horror after the mes¬ 
sage appeared on Clinton’s 
forehead. “It should have read 
‘lackey’,” commented one For¬ 
tune 500 chief executive. 
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lence against Jewish people. One 
year, they sent four anti-racist ac¬ 
tivists to the hospital. In 1993, 
Kieran Frazier Knutson defended 
himself at the rally when a nazi 
skinhead, Daniel Simmer, charged 
him with brass knuckles. Simmer 
was arrested at the scene. Four 
weeks later prosecutors dropped 
Simmer’s charges and slapped 
Kieran with two felony assault 
charges, which are still pending. 
(See next page for an update on 
Kieran’s case.) 

This year the march not only 
had an anti-nazi attitude but also 
an anti-cop, anti-criminal justice 


system and a pro-woman, pro-queer 
attitude, with speakers from the 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota 8, Refuse and 
Resist!, Love and Rage Anarchist 
Federation, ARA and the West 
Bank community. 

With lit torches we marched 
across the Washington Avenue 
bridge chanting and carrying ban¬ 
ners. No nazis showed their ugly 
faces (but Anti-Racist Action was 
ready just in case) and there were 
no arrests even though the boys in 
blue showed up in force. —Katrina 


STUDENTS DEFEND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 


CALIFORNIA—Students in Los Angeles, Sac¬ 
ramento, Berkeley, and elsewhere took to the 
streets in October to protest California governor 
Pete Wilson and the University of California Re- 


At Berkeley High School, Principal Larry Lee 
estimated that one-third of the school’s 2,400 stu¬ 
dents walked out at 10:30 am on the 13th in soli¬ 
darity with the statewide protests. “This will be 


rents’ attempts to end affirmative action in ad- treated as an unexcused absence,” fumed Lee. 
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gress, prompting mem to vote to ouimw a specific moiuuu ui 
abortion that is used in the second trimester. After viewing 
pictures provided by anti-choice lobbyists, the House voted 
288-to-139 to make the method a crime on the grounds that 
it is not very aesthetically pleasing. The decision had noth¬ 
ing to do with the safety of the procedure in question, which 
doctors say is medically neccessary in some circumstances. 

The abortion method, a variation on the common dila¬ 
tion and evacuation procedure, was renamed “partial birth 
abortion,” by the self-proclaimed “pro-lifers.” Because the 
term “partial birth abortion” is medically meaningless and 
the House bill is exceptionally vague, many doctors fear that 
it could actually criminalize most physicians performing sec¬ 
ond trimester abortions. No anti-choicer cbuld be reached 
for comment by The Blast!, but one can assume that the jail¬ 
ing of doctors and endangering of women’s lives would be all 
good in their opinion anyway. 


FASCISTS IN THE FJORD! 

Danish residents make nazi 
soup—And it tastes awful! 

ROSKILDE, DENMARK— 
Anti-fascists and local residents 
here put a decisive end to an Au¬ 
gust 17 neo-nazi march commemo¬ 
rating the day that Rudolf Hess, a 
former deputy of Hitler, committed 
suicide in prison. 

The day began with masked 
anti-fascists blockading the demon¬ 
stration. Police arrested the 
counter-demonstrators and the 
march got underway. 

But the nazis did not reach 
their goal. Anti-fascists turned 
them back with rocks and fireworks 
and were again disnersed bv police. 
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lence against Jewish people. One 
year, they sent four anti-racist ac¬ 
tivists to the hospital. In 1993, 
Kieran Frazier Knutson defended 
himself at the rally when a nazi 
skinhead, Daniel Simmer, charged 
him with brass knuckles. Simmer 
was arrested at the scene. Four 
weeks later prosecutors dropped 
Simmer’s charges and slapped 
Kieran with two felony assault 
charges, which are still pending. 
(See next page for an update on 
Kieran’s case.) 

This year the march not only 
had an anti-nazi attitude but also 
an anti-cop, anti-criminal justice 


system and a pro-woman, pro-queer 
attitude, with speakers from the 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota 8, Refuse and 
Resist!, Love and Rage Anarchist 
Federation, ARA and the West 
Bank community. 

With lit torches we marched 
across the Washington Avenue 
bridge chanting and carrying ban¬ 
ners. No nazis showed their ugly 
faces (but Anti-Racist Action was 
ready just in case) and there were 
no arrests even though the boys in 
blue showed up in force. —Katrina 
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FASCISTS IN THE FJORD! 

Danish residents make nazi 
soup—And it tastes awful! 

ROSKILDE, DENMARK— 
Anti-fascists and local residents 
here put a decisive end to an Au¬ 
gust 17 neo-nazi march commemo¬ 
rating the day that Rudolf Hess, a 
former deputy of Hitler, committed 
suicide in prison. 

The day began with masked 
anti-fascists blockading the demon¬ 
stration. Police arrested the 
counter-demonstrators and the 
march got underway. 

But the nazis did not reach 
their goal. Anti-fascists turned 
them back with rocks and fireworks 
and were again dispersed by police, 
who escorted the nazis back to their 
starting point. 

When they got there, local resi¬ 
dents surrounded the nazis. “Into 
the harbour with them!” shouted 
residents, and the nazis fled in 
panic towards Roskilde’s fjord. Only 
under heavy police protection could 
they make it back to their bus, 
which pulled out of town with sev¬ 
eral smashed windows. A total of 
57 anti-fascists were arrested. 

—Niels Rohleder 



STUDENTS DEFEND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 


CALIFORNIA—Students in Los Angeles, Sac¬ 
ramento, Berkeley, and elsewhere took to the 
streets in October to protest California governor 
Pete Wilson and the University of California Re¬ 
gents’ attempts to end affirmative action in ad¬ 
missions, hiring, and contracting. 

At UCLA, over 1,500 students, staff, commu¬ 
nity Supporters, and union members demanding 
that affirmative action policies remain or be 
strengthened took the streets and blocked one of 
Los Angeles’s busiest intersections. Thirty-six stu¬ 
dents were arrested (see photo). 

At UC Berkeley, thousands of students 
skipped class on October 12 to attend rallies. At 
an evening demonstration, 500 marchers were 
physically prevented from marching onto Inter¬ 
state 80 by baton-swinging riot police. Students 
and staff also organized informational picket lines 
at all the main entrances to the campus. 


At Berkeley High School, Principal Larry Lee 
estimated that one-third of the school’s 2,400 stu¬ 
dents walked out at 10:30 am on the 13th in soli¬ 
darity with the statewide protests. “This will be 
treated as an unexcused absence,” fumed Lee. 

Smaller rallies were held at California State 
University-Sacramento, UC Davis, UC San Diego, 
San Francisco State, and Stanford University. 

Affirmative action is necessary in today’s so¬ 
ciety because it redistributes wealth, where 
wealth is measured in both jobs and social privi¬ 
lege. It is necessary not only to counter centuries 
of racist and sexist discrimination but also white 
and male privilege that continues today. 

Affirmative action may feel unfair to some 
white males, but by fighting privilege it in fact 
creates space for more radical political action that 
can fight for the freedom of all workers and stu¬ 
dents—including white males. 
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House votes to ban "really 
gross” medical procedure 


Anti-choicers succeeded in grossing out members of Con¬ 
gress, prompting them to vote to outlaw a specific method of 
abortion that is used in the second trimester. After viewing 
pictures provided by anti-choice lobbyists, the House voted 
288-to-139 to make the method a crime on the grounds that 
it is not very aesthetically pleasing. The decision had noth¬ 
ing to do with the safety of the procedure in question, which 
doctors say is medically neccessary in some circumstances. 

The abortion method, a variation on the common dila¬ 
tion and evacuation procedure, was renamed “partial birth 
abortion,” by the self-proclaimed “pro-lifers.” Because the 
term “partial birth abortion” is medically meaningless and 
the House bill is exceptionally vague, many doctors fear that 
it could actually criminalize most physicians performing sec¬ 
ond trimester abortions. No anti-choicer could be reached 
for comment by The Blast!, but one can assume that the jail¬ 
ing of doctors and endangering of women’s lives would be all 
good in their opinion anyway. 


TAHITIANS DISCOVER, OVERCOME, LIMITS TO NONVIOLENCE 

Tahitians protesting French nuclear tests on their island in October beat up a French 
policeman at the airport. They later burned the airport. Unions in Tahiti called a general 
strike and shops were looted. “Poor youths stirring up trouble” were blamed for the melees; 
evil nation-states were blamed for exploding nuclear bombs. Which do you think is worse? 

JURY POOL DIES OF OLD AGE! 


MINNEAPOLIS—In the case that 
never ends (because it never begins), the 
State v. Kieran Frazier Knutson was de¬ 
layed for the eleventh time. The twelth trial 
date is set for January 8, 1995. 

Kieran faces up to 10 years and $20,000 
in fines for defending himself against a nazi 
skinhead attack in October 1993. The nazi, 
Daniel Simmer, charged Kieran with a pair 
of brass kniickles at an anti-racist rally at 
the University of Minnesota; Kieran bopped 
him in self-defense. Cops arrested Simmer 
that night, but Simmer cried and told them 
the brass knuckles were a paperweight for 
an art project (we’re not lying—he really 
said that); he was released and four weeks 
later the County Attorney’s office charged 
Kieran. 

The trial drags on because prosecutors 
have subpoenaed The Minnesota Daily (the 


university’s student newspaper) for unpub¬ 
lished photos of the rally. The legal battles 
over the photos have dragged on since then. 

Recently, however, Daily editor-in-chief 
Michelle Ames has given up the court battle 
(which The Daily was losing). Instead, she 
has said the Daily will make no more appeals, 
but it will not turn over the photos, either. 
Ames said she is willing to go to jail before 
giving up the photos because surrendering the 
photos would effectively make journalists an 
arm of the state. 

Prosecutors have not said whether or not 
they’ll try to jail Ames. They want to bust 
Kieran, who has a ten year history of revolu¬ 
tionary anti-racist activism, but it’s also clear 
that they want to use this case to establish a 
precedent on their right to access media 
sources. Keep your eyes on this paper for fu¬ 
ture updates as the case unfolds. 


INTERESTING FACTS 
YOU NEED TO KNOW! 
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TAHITIANS DISCOVER, OVERCOME, UNITS TO NONVIOLENCE 

Tahitians protesting French nuclear tests on their island in October beat up a French 
policeman at the airport. They later burned the airport. Unions in Tahiti called a general 
strike and shops were looted. “Poor youths stirring up trouble” were blamed for the melees; 
evil nation-states were blamed for exploding nuclear bombs. Which do you think is worse? 

JURY POOL DIES OF OLD AGE! 

MINNEAPOLIS—In the case that 
never ends (because it never begins), the 
State v. Kieran Frazier Knutson was de¬ 
layed for the eleventh time. The twelth trial 
date is set for January 8, 1995. 

Kieran faces up to 10 years and $20,000 
in fines for defending himself against a nazi 
skinhead attack in October 1993. The nazi, 

Daniel Simmer, charged Kieran with a pair 
of brass knuckles at an anti-racist rally at 
the University of Minnesota; Kieran bopped 
him in self-defense. Cops arrested Simmer 
that night, but Simmer cried and told them 
the brass knuckles were a paperweight for 
an art project (we're not lying—he really 
said that); he was released and four weeks 
later the County Attorney's office charged 
Kieran. 

The trial drags on because prosecutors 
have subpoenaed The Minnesota Daily (the 


university's student newspaper) for unpub¬ 
lished photos of the rally. The legal battles 
over the photos have dragged on since then. 

Recently, however, Daily editor-in-chief 
Michelle Ames has given up the court battle 
(which The Daily was losing). Instead, she 
has said the Daily will make no more appeals, 
but it will not turn over the photos, either. 
Ames said she is willing to go to jail before 
giving up the photos because surrendering the 
photos would effectively make journalists an 
arm of the state. 

Prosecutors have not said whether or not 
they'll try to jail Ames. They want to bust 
Kieran, who has a ten year history of revolu¬ 
tionary anti-racist activism, but it's also clear 
that they want to use this case to establish a 
precedent on their right to access media 
sources. Keep your eyes on this paper for fu¬ 
ture updates as the case unfolds. 
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YOU NEED TO KNOW! 


pictures provided by anti-choice lobbyists, the House voted 
288-to-139 to make the method a crime on the grounds that 
it is not very aesthetically pleasing. The decision had noth¬ 
ing to do with the safety of the procedure in question, which 
doctors say is medically neccessary in some circumstances. 

The abortion method, a variation on the common dila¬ 
tion and evacuation procedure, was renamed “partial birth 
abortion,” by the self-proclaimed “pro-lifers.” Because the 
term “partial birth abortion” is medically meaningless and 
the House bill is exceptionally vague, many doctors fear that 
it could actually criminalize most physicians performing sec¬ 
ond trimester abortions. No anti-choicer could be reached 
for comment by The Blast !, but one can assume that the jail¬ 
ing of doctors and endangering of women’s lives would be all 
good in their opinion anyway. 


crimination against people of color in the 
workplace no longer exists. 

• 39.1 million people (15.1% of the popu¬ 
lation) live in poverty in the U.S. This is the 
most since 1961. So much for the hypocriti¬ 
cal “personal responsibility” of the Republi¬ 
can Revolution. 

• 33.1% of all Black people live in pov¬ 
erty in the U.S., compared to 12.2% of white 
people. (Yes, that's one-third of the Black 
population.) Furthermore, one in every three 
Black males in their 20’s are in some way 
trapped in the criminal justice system. And 
liberals and conservatives alike scoff when 
people tell them about Black genocide. 

• Bureau of Justice statistics report that 
2.5 million of the nation's 107 million women 


• The present welfare system costs $15 
billion, or about 1% of the national budget (a 
real budget-buster, for sure). “Corporate wel¬ 
fare,” money given by the government to large 
corporations, totalled $104 billion last year. 
Huh. 


STUDENTS DEFEND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 


CALIFORNIA—Students in Los Angeles, Sac¬ 
ramento, Berkeley, and elsewhere took to the 
streets in October to protest California governor 
Pete Wilson and the University of California Re¬ 
gents’ attempts to end affirmative action in ad¬ 
missions, hiring, and contracting. 

At UCLA, over 1,500 students, staff, commu- 


At Berkeley High School, Principal Larry Lee 
estimated that one-third of the school's 2,400 stu¬ 
dents walked out at 10:30 am on the 13th in soli¬ 
darity with the statewide protests. “This will be 
treated as an unexcused absence,” fumed Lee. 

Smaller rallies were held at California State 
University-Sacramento, UC Davis, UC San Diego, 
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• According to Census Bureau statistics, 
the U.S. has the widest gap between the rich 
and the poor in the world. The richest one 
percent own nearly 40% of the country’s 
wealth. Some “land of equal opportunity.” 

• 75% of all income gains during the 
1980s went to the richest 20%. Some middle 
class haven. 

• The gap between rich and poor started 
widening in the mid-1970s. The trend has 
continued through 1993, the last year for 














STUDENTS DEFEND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 


CALIFORNIA—Students in Los Angeles, Sac¬ 
ramento, Berkeley, and elsewhere took to the 
streets in October to protest California governor 
Pete Wilson and the University of California Re¬ 
gents’ attempts to end affirmative action in ad¬ 
missions, hiring, and contracting. 

At UCLA, over 1,500 students, staff, commu¬ 
nity supporters, and union members demanding 
that affirmative action policies remain or be 
strengthened took the streets and blocked one of 
Los Angeles’s busiest intersections. Thirty-six stu¬ 
dents were arrested (see photo). 

At UC Berkeley, thousands of students 
skipped class on October 12 to attend rallies. At 
an evening demonstration, 500 marchers were 
physically prevented from marching onto Inter¬ 
state 80 by baton-swinging riot police. Students 
and staff also organized informational picket lines 
at all the main entrances to the campus. 


At Berkeley High School, Principal Larry Lee 
estimated that one-third of the school’s 2,400 stu¬ 
dents walked out at 10:30 am on the 13th in soli¬ 
darity with the statewide protests. “This will be 
treated as an unexcused absence,” fumed Lee. 

Smaller rallies were held at California State 
University-Sacramento, UC Davis, UC San Diego, 
San Francisco State, and Stanford University. 

Affirmative action is necessary in today’s so¬ 
ciety because it redistributes wealth, where 
wealth is measured in both jobs and social privi¬ 
lege. It is necessary not only to counter centuries 
of racist and sexist discrimination but also white 
and male privilege that continues today. 

Affirmative action may feel unfair to some 
white males, but by fighting privilege it in fact 
creates space for more radical political action that 
can fight for the freedom of all workers and stu¬ 
dents—including white males. 
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date is set for January 8, 1995. 

Kieran faces up to 10 years and $20,000 
in fines for defending himself against a nazi 
skinhead attack in October 1993. The nazi, 
Daniel Simmer, charged Kieran with a pair 
of brass knuckles at an anti-racist rally at 
the University of Minnesota; Kieran bopped 
him in self-defense. Cops arrested Simmer 
that night, but Simmer cried and told them 
the brass knuckles were a paperweight for 
an art project (we’re not lying—he really 
said that); he was released and four weeks 
later the County Attorney’s office charged 
Kieran. 

The trial drags on because prosecutors 
have subpoenaed The Minnesota Daily (the 
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Michelle Ames has given up the court battle 
(which The Daily was losing). Instead, she 
has said the Daily will make no more appeals, 
but it will not turn over the photos, either. 
Ames said she is willing to go to jail before 
giving up the photos because surrendering the 
photos would effectively make journalists an 
arm of the state. 

Prosecutors have not said whether or not 
they’ll try to jail Ames. They want to bust 
Kieran, who has a ten year history of revolu¬ 
tionary anti-racist activism, but it’s also clear 
that they want to use this case to establish a 
precedent on their right to access media 
sources. Keep your eyes on this paper for fu¬ 
ture updates as the case unfolds. 



INTERESTING FACTS 
YOU NEED TO KNOW! 


• The present welfare system costs $15 
billion, or about 1% of the national budget (a 
real budget-buster, for sure). “Corporate wel¬ 
fare,” money given by the government to large 
corporations, totalled $104 billion last year. 
Huh. 

• According to Census Bureau statistics, 
the U.S. has the widest gap between the rich 
and the poor in the world. The richest one 
percent own nearly 40% of the country’s 
wealth. Some “land of equal opportunity.” 

• 75% of all income gains during the 
1980s went to the richest 20%. Some middle 
class haven. 

• The gap between rich and poor started 
widening in the mid-1970s. The trend has 
continued through 1993, the last year for 
which figures are available. So much for 
“trickle down” economics. 

• Heads of U.S. manufacturing compa¬ 
nies earn 25 times the average pay of their 
workers. (That means if you make $20,000 a 
year, your boss makes half a million.) So 
much for the boss’s favorite slogan, “We’re all 
just one big happy family.” 

• Black federal workers are more than 
twice as likely to be fired as their white coun¬ 
terparts. And whiny white people say dis¬ 


crimination against people of color in the 
workplace no longer exists. 

• 39.1 million people (15.1% of the popu¬ 
lation) live in poverty in the U.S. This is the 
most since 1961. So much for the hypocriti¬ 
cal “personal responsibility” of the Republi¬ 
can Revolution. 

• 33.1% of all Black people live in pov¬ 
erty in the U.S., compared to 12.2% of white 
people. (Yes, that’s one-third of the Black 
population.) Furthermore, one in every three 
Black males in their 20’s are in some way 
trapped in the criminal justice system. And 
liberals and conservatives alike scoff when 
people tell them about Black genocide. 

• Bureau of Justice statistics report that 
2.5 million of the nation’s 107 million women 
12 years and older are raped, robbed, or as¬ 
saulted in a typical year, or are threatened 
with such an attack. Two-thirds of these at¬ 
tacks are committed by husbands, boyfriends, 
or other acquaintances. Young Black and 
Chicana women are especially vulnerable, as 
are poor single women. Who says feminism 
is irrelevant? 

—Sources: Welfare Warriors, New York 
Times, Worker's World , Associated Press 
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Bracing for the OJ Riots 

by joel 


W hen the Rodney King verdict 
was announced in April 1992, 
cities across the United States 
exploded in rebellious outrage. Some pre¬ 
dicted the same reaction after OJ Simpson’s 
verdict was read; the Los Angeles Police De¬ 
partment went on full alert. They, like most 
whites, confidently expected a guilty verdict. 
They were wrong about that. They weren’t 
wrong, however, about the post-verdict OJ 
Riots. 

The riots are scarcely noticeable now, but 
they’ve definitely begun. They’re not the 
spontaneous explosions of anger that riots 
usually are but subtle, calculated campaigns 
of retribution. Nevertheless, before too long 
these quiet riots will blow up in our face, and 
we’ll all have to pay dearly. After all, when 
whites riot nowadays they no longer take to 
the streets but instead to the voting booths, 
the ballot initiatives, the courts, the legisla¬ 
tures, and the police departments. 

In America, you get what you pay for. 
I’m not talking about the $10 million “Dream 
Team” that won Simpson’s freedom, although 
it does prove that while every person may 
have her day in court, the rich man gets as 
many as he needs. 

White America got what it paid for. It 
has always maintained a criminal justice 
system under which Black people have suf¬ 
fered disproportionately. Then, when a Black 
man has the money to hire as many lawyers 
as a fourth-and-short offensive line, a major- 
ity-Black jury gives the legal system a sig¬ 
nificant slap in the face. 

We all saw it coming. The brutality and 
racism of America’s police departments and 
legal system had to be challenged some time. 
Three years ago it was shaken when thou¬ 
sands of whites, Latinos, and African Ameri¬ 
cans alike took to the streets. This time— 
even if this wasn’t the jury’s intention—it was 
by setting OJ Simpson free. 

Unfortunately* now many whites will 
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Have we seen the 
last majority-Black jury 
in the United States'' 
Who will be the first to 
demand that jurors hold 
college diplomas? Who 
will be the first to call 
for the abolition of juries 
and for a legal system 
run by the “experts”? 
Who will be the first to 
argue that our system 
should now be based on 
the assumption “Guilty 
until proven innocent”? 
It sounds crazy now, but 
give it a few months for 
the outcries of call-in 
talk radio to penetrate 
the mainstream. The 
OJ riots have begun. 



A s the anger of some whites rises 
to fever pitch, we are going to 
witness a rush to “fix” the criminal 
justice system that will make the Republi¬ 
can Revolution look like the sappiest of bleed¬ 
ing-heart liberalism. Some Californians are 
already pushing for a ballot initiative that 
will only require a 10-2 vote for juries to con¬ 
vict. (Oregon and Louisiana already allow 
such votes, in some cases.) Other states are 
proposing a measure to permit the use of evi¬ 
dence obtained illegally. Funds that pay for 
public defenders are being gutted nationwide. 

All this in a system that is already 
heavily weighed in favor of the prosecution. 
(Simpson’s trial is by far the exception to the 
rule in American legal practice, where pros¬ 
ecutors always have the advantage.) And this 
in a country where politicians seem to have 
money only for prison construction and in 
which one in three Black males in their 20’s 
arp in some wav under the suoervision of the 


away the paper-thin “non-racism” of liberals, 
showing their white fangs of reaction under¬ 
neath. 

The liberal feminist movement’s reaction 
to the verdict is a prime example. Right af¬ 
ter the trial, the president of the Los Angeles 
chapter of the National Organization for 
Women was on a panel about the OJ verdict 
on Nightline, along with William Gates (the 
racist ex-police chief of LA) and others. She 
and Gates were practically tripping over each 
other in agreement about how all women 
should be outraged at the verdict. It shocked 
me that she was fooled by Gates’s sudden 
feminist consciousness. Since when did ul¬ 
traconservative Gates give a rat’s ass about 
domestic violence or women’s liberation? Not 
while he was police chief, that’s for sure. 

Gates’s newfound concern with domes¬ 
tic violence has been aped by conservatives 
nationwide. Why aren’t liberal feminists ex- 
nosinff the utter hvnocrisv of these people. 


in court is a legitimate weapon against white 
supremacy (Mark Fuhrman is a racist who 
admits wanting to frame Black men—isn't 
that reasonable doubt?), and 3) the favorable 
reaction to the OJ verdict is a rebellion 
against white privilege. By refusing to ac¬ 
knowledge these points, liberals end up join¬ 
ing the OJ riots riding the chariot of femi¬ 
nism. 


T he way to attack the racism and 
sexism in American society is not 
to ignore one at the expense of the 
other. Nor is it to call for yet another “hon¬ 
est discussion” about race, as the liberals 
plead. This kind of discussion is necessary, 
but before it can happen white people have 
to make a choice. 

The choice is as old as this country, and 
it is made every day. White people can choose 








dieted the same reaction after OJ Simpson’s 
verdict was read; the Los Angeles Police De¬ 
partment went on full alert. They, like most 
whites, confidently expected a guilty verdict. 
They were wrong about that. They weren’t 
wrong, however, about the post-verdict OJ 
Riots. 

The riots are scarcely noticeable now, but 
they’ve definitely begun. They’re not the 
spontaneous explosions of anger that riots 
usually are but subtle, calculated campaigns 
of retribution. Nevertheless, before too long 
these quiet riots will blow up in our face, and 
we’ll all have to pay dearly. After all, when 
whites riot nowadays they no longer take to 
the streets but instead to the voting booths, 
the ballot initiatives, the courts, the legisla¬ 
tures, and the police departments. 

In America, you get what you pay for. 
I’m not talking about the $10 million “Dream 
Team” that won Simpson’s freedom, although 
it does prove that while every person may 
have her day in court, the rich man gets as 
many as he needs. 

White America got what it paid for. It 
has always maintained a criminal justice 
system under which Black people have suf¬ 
fered disproportionately. Then, when a Black 
man has the money to hire as many lawyers 
as a fourth-and-short offensive line, a major- 
ity-Black jury gives the legal system a sig¬ 
nificant slap in the face. 

We all saw it coming. The brutality and 
racism of America’s police departments and 
legal system had to be challenged some time. 
Three years ago it was shaken when thou¬ 
sands of whites, Latinos, and African Ameri¬ 
cans alike took to the streets. This time— 
even if this wasn’t the jury’s intention—it was 
by setting OJ Simpson free. 

Unfortunately, now many whites will 
want to make Black people pay. This is a 
sad but familiar story played out throughout 
American history. With every Little Big Horn 
there is a Wounded Knee; with every Nat 
Turner a lynch party. 
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until proven innocent”? 
It sounds crazy now, but 
give it a few months for 
the outcries of call-in 
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to fever pitch, we are going to 
witness a rush to “fix” the criminal 
justice system that will make the Republi¬ 
can Revolution look like the sappiest of bleed¬ 
ing-heart liberalism. Some Californians are 
already pushing for a ballot initiative that 
will only require a 10-2 vote for juries to con¬ 
vict. (Oregon and Louisiana already allow 
such votes, in some cases.) Other states are 
proposing a measure to permit the use of evi¬ 
dence obtained illegally. Funds that pay for 
public defenders are being gutted nationwide. 

All this in a system that is already 
heavily weighed in favor of the prosecution. 
(Simpson’s trial is by far the exception to the 
rule in American legal practice, where pros¬ 
ecutors always have the advantage.) And this 
in a country where politicians seem to have 
money only for prison construction and in 
which one in three Black males in their 20’s 
are in some way under the supervision of the 
criminal justice system. 

The white riots aren’t just running ram¬ 
pant through the American legal system and 
the Republican party. They’re also tearing 
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away the paper-thin “non-racism” of liberals, 
showing their white fangs of reaction under¬ 
neath. 

The liberal feminist movement’s reaction 
to the verdict is a prime example. Right af¬ 
ter the trial, the president of the Los Angeles 
chapter of the National Organization for 
Women was on a panel about the OJ verdict 
on Nightline, along with William Gates (the 
racist ex-police chief of LA) and others. She 
and Gates were practically tripping over each 
other in agreement about how all women 
should be outraged at the verdict. It shocked 
me that she was fooled by Gates’s sudden 
feminist consciousness. Since when did ul¬ 
traconservative Gates give a rat’s ass about 
domestic violence or women’s liberation? Not 
while he was police chief, that’s for sure. 

Gates’s newfound concern with domes¬ 
tic violence has been aped by conservatives 
nationwide. Why aren’t liberal feminists ex¬ 
posing the utter hypocrisy of these people, 
who obviously want to use the issue of do¬ 
mestic violence and the trial in an attempt 
to “crack down” on crime, “urban blight,” and 
defendant’s rights? Any dimwit can see that 
conservatives are using domestic violence 
cynically for one thing: Get the Blacks back. 

Not all feminists have fallen into this 
trap. In fact, many radicals and revolution¬ 
aries have done much work to address do¬ 
mestic violence, the racism of the criminal 
justice system and the OJ trial in a way that 
builds solidarity between Black and feminist 
struggles, recognizing their inseparability 
instead of pulling them apart. But where are 
these voices? Why won’t the media let them 


in court is a legitimate weapon against white 
supremacy (Mark Fuhrman is a racist who 
admits wanting to frame Black men—isn't 
that reasonable doubt?), and 3) the favorable 
reaction to the OJ verdict is a rebellion 
against white privilege. By refusing to ac¬ 
knowledge these points, liberals end up join¬ 
ing the OJ riots riding the chariot of femi¬ 
nism. 


T he way to attack the racism and 
sexism in American society is not 
to ignore one at the expense of the 
other. Nor is it to call for yet another “hon¬ 
est discussion” about race, as the liberals 
plead. This kind of discussion is necessary, 
but before it can happen white people have 
to make a choice. 

The choice is as old as this country, and 
it is made every day. White people can choose 
between living in a nation where our well¬ 
being and safety is assumed to depend on the 
degradation of people of color, particularly 
African Americans, or we can choose to un¬ 
derstand that racism affects whites as well, 
hollowing out our liberty and forcing us to 
live a life of dishonesty. We can choose this 
false liberty or to work for a multiracial world 
where it is not necessary to fuck people over 
to survive. 

The problem is that white people have 
made the wrong choice for the last 350 years. 
The fact that Americans needed a not-guilty 
verdict to provoke another soul-searching 
about the color line is proof of that. (Would 
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In America, you get what you pay for. 
I’m not talking about the $10 million “Dream 
Team” that won Simpson’s freedom, although 
it does prove that while every person may 
have her day in court, the rich man gets as 
many as he needs. 

White America got what it paid for. It 
has always maintained a criminal justice 
system under which Black people have suf¬ 
fered disproportionately. Then, when a Black 
man has the money to hire as many lawyers 
as a fourth-and-short offensive line, a major- 
ity-Black jury gives the legal system a sig¬ 
nificant slap in the face. 

We all saw it coming. The brutality and 
racism of America’s police departments and 
legal system had to be challenged some time. 
Three years ago it was shaken when thou¬ 
sands of whites, Latinos, and African Ameri¬ 
cans alike took to the streets. This time— 
even if this wasn’t the jury’s intention—it was 
by setting OJ Simpson free. 

Unfortunately, now many whites will 
want to make Black people pay. This is a 
sad but familiar story played out throughout 
American history. With every Little Big Horn 
there is a Wounded Knee; with every Nat 
Turner a lynch party. 
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A s the anger of some whites rises 
to fever pitch, we are going to 
witness a rush to “fix” the criminal 
justice system that will make the Republi¬ 
can Revolution look like the sappiest of bleed¬ 
ing-heart liberalism. Some Californians are 
already pushing for a ballot initiative that 
will only require a 10-2 vote for juries to con¬ 
vict. (Oregon and Louisiana already allow 
such votes, in some cases.) Other states are 
proposing a measure to permit the use of evi¬ 
dence obtained illegally. Funds that pay for 
public defenders are being gutted nationwide. 

All this in a system that is already 
heavily weighed in favor of the prosecution. 
(Simpson’s trial is by far the exception to the 
rule in American legal practice, where pros¬ 
ecutors always have the advantage.) And this 
in a country where politicians seem to have 
money only for prison construction and in 
which one in three Black males in their 20’s 
are in some way under the supervision of the 
criminal justice system. 

The white riots aren’t just running ram¬ 
pant through the American legal system and 
the Republican party. They’re also tearing 


It's for more than just reading. 


Subscribe: 

Six full (28*page) 
issues, nine 
measly bucks. 

(Free to prisoners, PWAs, 
moms on AFDC, GIs.) 



P0 Box 7075 * Minneapolis, MN * 55407 

P.S. Our full-size issues pack a much bigger wallop. 


6 BLAST! 


away the paper-thin “non-racism” of liberals, 
showing their white fangs of reaction under¬ 
neath. 

The liberal feminist movement’s reaction 
to the verdict is a prime example. Right af¬ 
ter the trial, the president of the Los Angeles 
chapter of the National Organization for 
Women was on a panel about the OJ verdict 
on Nightline, along with William Gates (the 
racist ex-police chief of LA) and others. She 
and Gates were practically tripping over each 
other in agreement about how all women 
should be outraged at the verdict. It shocked 
me that she was fooled by Gates’s sudden 
feminist consciousness. Since when did ul¬ 
traconservative Gates give a rat’s ass about 
domestic violence or women’s liberation? Not 
while he was police chief, that’s for sure. 

Gates’s newfound concern with domes¬ 
tic violence has been aped by conservatives 
nationwide. Why aren’t liberal feminists ex¬ 
posing the utter hypocrisy of these people, 
who obviously want to use the issue of do¬ 
mestic violence and the trial in an attempt 
to “crack down” on crime, “urban blight,” and 
defendant’s rights? Any dimwit can see that 
conservatives are using domestic violence 
cynically for one thing: Get the Blacks back. 

Not all feminists have fallen into this 
trap. In fact, many radicals and revolution¬ 
aries have done much work to address do¬ 
mestic violence, the racism of the criminal 
justice system and the OJ trial in a way that 
builds solidarity between Black and feminist 
struggles, recognizing their inseparability 
instead of pulling them apart. But where are 
these voices? Why won’t the media let them 
be heard? Why are liberal feminists allow¬ 
ing the domestic violence and feminist move¬ 
ments to be pitted against the Black commu¬ 
nity? 

The solution to domestic violence is not 
to build more walls between Black people and 
feminism. The only way to smash these walls 
is to acknowledge that 1) white supremacy 
forms the foundation of the legal system in 
this country, a system which also condones 
violence against women, 2) attacking racism 


in court is a legitimate weapon against white 
supremacy (Mark Fuhrman is a racist who 
admits wanting to frame Black men—isn't 
that reasonable doubt?), and 3) the favorable 
reaction to the OJ verdict is a rebellion 
against white privilege. By refusing to ac¬ 
knowledge these points, liberals end up join¬ 
ing the OJ riots riding the chariot of femi¬ 
nism. 


T he way to attack the racism and 
sexism in American society is not 
to ignore one at the expense of the 
other. Nor is it to call for yet another “hon¬ 
est discussion” about race, as the liberals 
plead. This kind of discussion is necessary, 
but before it can happen white people have 
to make a choice. 

The choice is as old as this country, and 
it is made every day. White people can choose 
between living in a nation where our well¬ 
being and safety is assumed to depend on the 
degradation of people of color, particularly 
African Americans, or we can choose to un¬ 
derstand that racism affects whites as well, 
hollowing out our liberty and forcing us to 
live a life of dishonesty. We can choose this 
false liberty or to work for a multiracial world 
where it is not necessary to fuck people over 
to survive. 

The problem is that white people have 
made the wrong choice for the last 350 years. 
The fact that Americans needed a not-guilty 
verdict to provoke another soul-searching 
about the color line is proof of that. (Would 
there have been such a furor about race had 
the jury delivered a guilty verdict? Among 
Black people, certainly, but I highly doubt it 
for the rest of the country.) By settling for a 
stunted version of liberty built on the backs 
of people of color, we do worse than Mark 
Fuhrman and other white supremacists, for 
we nurture the air they breathe every day. 
The time is now for white folks to make that 
simple choice again: white riot or freedom. 
This time, I hope we make the right one. 
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in NOT JUST ABOUT SISTERHOOD ANYMORE 


International Organizing at the Beijing Women's Conference 


An interview with Juliana Pegues 
by Erin Immaculate 

Juliana Pegues is Minneapolis activist 
who is currently working with Asian Immi¬ 
grant Women Advocates. She attended the 
grassroots conference held in concurrence 
with the official UN Fourth World Conference 
on Women in Beijing this fall. 


I went to the grassroots conference in¬ 
stead of the official UN stuff because I was 
much more interested in hearing how women 
are organizing around the world, particularly 
in Asia, than in spending all that energy try¬ 
ing to get the UN to recognize words like 
sexual orientation. I’m glad other people were 
doing that work, but that’s not really where 
my energy was. 

I was especially interested in Asian 
women’s labor organizing and orga¬ 
nizing around self-determination is¬ 
sues, and also lesbian organizing in 
Asia. That’s what I really wanted 
to know. 

What was your impression of 
the state of women s organizing 
around the world? I always end up 
feeling kind of depressed about the 
state of things here in the United 
States. 

Women, and people in general 
outside of what I call privileged na¬ 
tions are, on the average so politi¬ 
cally aware. 

You found the politics to be more 
radical in general than in the US? 

Oh, for sure. For example, 

Gabriela [a Filipino feminist orga¬ 
nization] was there and they kick 
butt. They had this big banner up 
in the peace tent that said “Advance 
the militant women’s movement in 
the Philippines.” They also made a 
mobile of photos of demonstrations 


women doing social change work around the 
globe. 

Did the conference affect your opinion 
about what we should be doing as feminists 
in the US? 

It reaffirmed how pathetic the US femi¬ 
nist movement is, to be totally honest. It re¬ 
affirmed my belief that we have to be inter - 
nationalist. 

Of course I’m generalizing, because ob¬ 
viously there are some cool, radical women 
in America and Western Europe, but on the 
whole I think that feminist internationalist 
sentiment in privileged nations comes from 
a weird idealized idea of sisterhood and—I 
guess paternalist wouldn’t be the word—a 
charity view of other women around the 
world. 

We need real internationalist politics 
because it’s obvious that things are really 


First of all, it’s incredibly difficult to or¬ 
ganize in many countries, sometimes any 
union outside of the government’s established 
union is illegal. Sometimes unions are ille¬ 
gal, sometimes people will be jailed if they 
try to organize on any level. You have to re¬ 
alize that organizing using the existing mod¬ 
els doesn’t work. Multinational companies 
only put about 10% of their work in any one 
country so it’s really easy and cheap for them 
to hop around in response to worker organiz¬ 
ing. 

Asian women organizers are studying 
the cycles of these multinational corpora¬ 
tions. The cycle is this: first they start with 
urban workers. Then if those workers orga¬ 
nize or if the multinational wants cheaper 
labor, rural women are recruited to come in 
and replace the urban workers. If those work¬ 
ers organize, the company moves to another 


they’re trying to track them, and the really 
cool thing is that they’re into organizing in¬ 
ternationally. A lot of Asian organizers don’t 
want to deal with trade unions anymore. The 
women say that if they follow the old trade 
union models, they get jailed—which is the 
price you have to pay if you do organize suc¬ 
cessfully—but the point is you do all that and 
you organize and then the companies move. 
In response, Asian women organizers are try¬ 
ing to build alliances everywhere in the re¬ 
gion. There is actually a UN proposal—which 
of course won’t get anywhere—for interna¬ 
tional minimum wage rights that has been 
introduced because Asian workers are talk¬ 
ing about that. 

So you think there s very real possibili¬ 
ties for international labor organizing com¬ 
ing out of all this? 

Oh, yeah, from these women for sure. 
The women who are doing the most 
radical organizing are the women who 
have it the hardest. The question is, if 
more internationalist worker organiz¬ 
ing does develop, what’s the role of po¬ 
litical people and workers in the US to 
build it? I think it will take strategy, 
some way of both attacking the multi¬ 
nationals at their source (which is here 
in the US) and developing ways to get 
resources and support to these women: 
money, informational resources, 
databasing, networking, the things 
that they don’t have time to do. They 
want to be internationalist, but it’s not 
like they have time to be writing let¬ 
ters to different women workers around 
the world. They’re busy organizing ev¬ 
ery day and they’re busy working ev¬ 
ery day. I think the challenge is how to 
support these women’s struggles and 
recognize their autonomy and leader¬ 
ship. 

Who were the women from the US 
at the conference? 











grant Women Advocates. She attended the 
grassroots conference held in concurrence 
with the official UN Fourth World Conference 
on Women in Beijing this fall. 

I went to the grassroots conference in¬ 
stead of the official UN stuff because I was 
much more interested in hearing how women 
are organizing around the world, particularly 
in Asia, than in spending all that energy try¬ 
ing to get the UN to recognize words like 
sexual orientation. I’m glad other people were 
doing that work, but that’s not really where 
my energy was. 

I was especially interested in Asian 
women’s labor organizing and orga¬ 
nizing around self-determination is¬ 
sues, and also lesbian organizing in 
Asia. That’s what I really wanted 
to know. 

What was your impression of 
the state of womens organizing 
around the world? I always end up 
feeling kind of depressed about the 
state of things here in the United 
States. 

Women, and people in general 
outside of what I call privileged na¬ 
tions are, on the average so politi¬ 
cally aware. 

You found the politics to be more 
radical in general than in the US? 

Oh, for sure. For example, 

Gabriela [a Filipino feminist orga¬ 
nization] was there and they kick 
butt. They had this big banner up 
in the peace tent that said “Advance 
the militant women’s movement in 
the Philippines.” They also made a 
mobile of photos of demonstrations 
they had against the IMF and the 
World Bank and the military bases. 

Yeah, women are kicking butt. 

The thing that made me de¬ 
pressed was how many radical 
women were pleading with women from privi¬ 
leged nations to do something. Palestinian 
women I met were tough about their politics. 
They were very hardline, because they have 
to be. It was intense to have personal discus¬ 
sions with them in which they were talking 
about the peace process in Israel being 
bullshit, about how things are even worse at 
this point for the Palestinian people, and 
about their cynicism about there ever being 
any kind of reconciliation between Israel and 
Palestine—and then go to a workshop where 
they talk about the abuses of the Israeli sol¬ 
diers and the torture of women and at the 


It reaffirmed how pathetic the US femi¬ 
nist movement is, to be totally honest. It re¬ 
affirmed my belief that we have to be inter - 
nationalist. 

Of course I’m generalizing, because ob¬ 
viously there are some cool, radical women 
in America and Western Europe, but on the 
whole I think that feminist internationalist 
sentiment in privileged nations comes from 
a weird idealized idea of sisterhood and—I 
guess paternalist wouldn’t be the word—a 
charity view of other women around the 
world. 

We need real internationalist politics 
because it’s obvious that things are really 


economically linked at this point. The ex¬ 
tent to which US companies are fucking over 
everyone all over the globe is especially clear 
now. 

It was amazing seeing women around 
the world making those links. I saw a 
Chicana woman from Texas talk about being 
laid off by her factory with a woman from a 
maquilladora in Mexico who now works for 
the company that laid off the Chicana 
woman. They didn’t talk about it like, “Oh, 
we’re sisters,” but instead like, “The 
company’s bullshit, we have to organize so 
that next time we strike on both sides of the 


try to organize on any level. You have to re¬ 
alize that organizing using the existing mod¬ 
els doesn’t work. Multinational companies 
only put about 10% of their work in any one 
country so it’s really easy and cheap for them 
to hop around in response to worker organiz¬ 
ing. 

Asian women organizers are studying 
the cycles of these multinational corpora¬ 
tions. The cycle is this: first they start with 
urban workers. Then if those workers orga¬ 
nize or if the multinational wants cheaper 
labor, rural women are recruited to come in 
and replace the urban workers. If those work¬ 
ers organize, the company moves to another 


country. 

At this point the multinationals are mov¬ 
ing so fast that there are whole groups of con¬ 
tract workers who follow the jobs. Asian 
women organizers have been studying the 
patterns of what has gone on in South Ko¬ 
rea, Japan, and Taiwan, and what is now 
starting in countries like Malaysia and 
Singapore. The model of development is that 
the multinationals come in and develop the 
wealthy part of the country so it looks like 
the standard of living is up, but the women 
who are working in the factories are de¬ 
stroyed. Most of the workers (I think it’s 80%) 


union models, they get jailed—which is the 
price you have to pay if you do organize suc¬ 
cessfully—but the point is you do all that and 
you organize and then the companies move. 
In response, Asian women organizers are try¬ 
ing to build alliances everywhere in the re¬ 
gion. There is actually a UN proposal^-which 
of course won’t get anywhere—for interna¬ 
tional minimum wage rights that has been 
introduced because Asian workers are talk¬ 
ing about that. 

So you think there's very real possibili¬ 
ties for international labor organizing com¬ 
ing out of all this? 

Oh, yeah, from these women for sure. 
The women who are doing the most 
radical organizing are the women who 
have it the hardest. The question is, if 
more internationalist worker organiz¬ 
ing does develop, what’s the role of po¬ 
litical people and workers in the US to 
build it? I think it will take strategy, 
some way of both attacking the multi¬ 
nationals at their source (which is here 
in the US) and developing ways to get 
resources and support to these women: 
money, informational resources, 
databasing, networking, the things 
that they don’t have time to do. They 
want to be internationalist, but it’s not 
like they have time to be writing let¬ 
ters to different women workers around 
the world. They’re busy organizing ev¬ 
ery day and they’re busy working ev- 
g ery day. I think the challenge is how to 
§? support these women’s struggles and 
^ recognize their autonomy and leader- 
§ ship. 

^ Who were the women from the US 
^ at the conference? 
o Unfortunately, I think a lot of 
< women from the US went because of 
a privilege. Because it was really easy 
for women from the US to go, I saw a 
lot of independent women going from 
the US. There were lots of women from the 
US who would probably consider themselves 
activists, but I wouldn’t. I don’t know what 
to call them... letter writers, people who think 
that they really want to change the world but 
maybe haven’t really made that push to ac¬ 
tually change it. 

Not doing the same level of work as 
women from other areas of the world... 

Oh, no way. Women who came from coun¬ 
tries where there’s been revolutionary activ¬ 
ity, like displaced Palestinian women were 
hot. They were very confrontational in a po¬ 
litically knowledgeable way. You could kind 



Lesbian march at grassroots conference. 









nizing around self-determination is¬ 
sues, and also lesbian organizing in 
Asia. That’s what I really wanted 
to know. 

What was your impression of 
the state of womens organizing 
around the world? I always end up 
feeling kind of depressed about the 
state of things here in the United 
States. 

Women, and people in general 
outside of what I call privileged na¬ 
tions are, on the average so politi¬ 
cally aware. 

You found the politics to be more 
radical in general than in the US? 

Oh, for sure. For example, 

Gabriela [a Filipino feminist orga¬ 
nization] was there and they kick 
butt. They had this big banner up 
in the peace tent that said “Advance 
the militant women’s movement in 
the Philippines.” They also made a 
mobile of photos of demonstrations 
they had against the IMF and the 
World Bank and the military bases. 

Yeah, women are kicking butt. 

The thing that made me de¬ 
pressed was how many radical 
women were pleading with women from privi¬ 
leged nations to do something. Palestinian 
women I met were tough about their politics. 
They were very hardline, because they have 
to be. It was intense to have personal discus¬ 
sions with them in which they were talking 
about the peace process in Israel being 
bullshit, about how things are even worse at 
this point for the Palestinian people, and 
about their cynicism about there ever being 
any kind of reconciliation between Israel and 
Palestine—and then go to a workshop where 
they talk about the abuses of the Israeli sol¬ 
diers and the torture of women and at the 
end pass out little xeroxed maps of Palestine 
and then say, “We ask you to go back to your 
countries and testify about this.” 

To me that’s depressing because US 
women were almost given a position of lead¬ 
ership at the conference because we have 
privileged status, because we should be able 
to do something about it. However, because 
of our privileged status, most American 
women aren’t nearly as politicized as other 


Lesbian march at grassroots conference. 

economically linked at this point. The ex¬ 
tent to which US companies are fucking over 
everyone all over the globe is especially clear 
now. 

It was amazing seeing women around 
the world making those links. I saw a 
Chicana woman from Texas talk about being 
laid off by her factory with a woman from a 
maquilladora in Mexico who now works for 
the company that laid off the Chicana 
woman. They didn’t talk about it like, “Oh, 
we’re sisters,” but instead like, “The 
company’s bullshit, we have to organize so 
that next time we strike on both sides of the 
border.” They recognized their similarities 
as workers but also the responsibilities of 
American workers, who have certain benefits 
versus workers around the world. American 
workers have to stop encouraging national¬ 
ism within large scale trade unionism—be¬ 
cause unions’ nationalism has really hin¬ 
dered any kind of alliance building. 

Can you talk about the labor organizing 
that women are doing internationally? 



country. 

At this point the multinationals are mov¬ 
ing so fast that there are whole groups of con¬ 
tract workers who follow the jobs. Asian 
women organizers have been studying the 
patterns of what has gone on in South Ko¬ 
rea, Japan, and Taiwan, and what is now 
starting in countries like Malaysia and 
Singapore. The model of development is that 
the multinationals come in and develop the 
wealthy part of the country so it looks like 
the standard of living is up, but the women 
who are working in the factories are de¬ 
stroyed. Most of the workers (I think it’s 80%) 
in electronics, toy, and garment industries are 
women workers. It’s women who are doing 
the shitwork for the multinationals, for sure. 

When the companies finally move on to 
another country, the wealthy people have 
benefited and the governments have ben¬ 
efited from letting these multinationals in, 
but the cycle is just going to burn all of the 
Asian countries out. Asian organizers are 
studying this whole cycle of multinationals, 


radical organizing are the women who 
have it the hardest. The question is, if 
more internationalist worker organiz¬ 
ing does develop, what’s the role of po¬ 
litical people and workers in the US to 
build it? I think it will take strategy, 
some way of both attacking the multi¬ 
nationals at their source (which is here 
in the US) and developing ways to get 
resources and support to these women: 
money, informational resources, 
databasing, networking, the things 
that they don’t have time to do. They 
want to be internationalist, but it’s not 
like they have time to be writing let¬ 
ters to different women workers around 
the world. They’re busy organizing ev¬ 
ery day and they’re busy working ev- 
g eryday. I think the challenge is how to 
support these women’s struggles and 
^ recognize their autonomy and leader- 
§ ship. 

^ Who were the women from the US 
^ at the conference? 
b Unfortunately, I think a lot of 
-§ women from the US went because of 
privilege. Because it was really easy 
for women from the US to go, I saw a 
lot of independent women going from 
the US. There were lots of women from the 
US who would probably consider themselves 
activists, but I wouldn’t. I don’t know what 
to call them... letter writers, people who think 
that they really want to change the world but 
maybe haven’t really made that push to ac¬ 
tually change it. 

Not doing the same level of work as 
women from other areas of the world... 

Oh, no way. Women who came from coun¬ 
tries where there’s been revolutionary activ¬ 
ity, like displaced Palestinian women were 
hot. They were very confrontational in a po¬ 
litically knowledgeable way. You could kind 
of know sometimes, depending on the coun¬ 
try, who was a grassroots activist and who 
wasn’t. China, for instance, everyone who 
attended was a Party member. One of the 
big disappointments for me was that Chinese 
women had to work for the government to 
even come. The way they participated was 
very official. So it depended on the country, 
but generally women from outside the US 
were way more political. 
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BUSH'S OWN PSYCHIC PREDICTION S FOR '»« 


UK (NSUtANCE MIES FOR HUSON GUARDS RISE 


Last month, five thousand prisoners or more, 
in at least eighteen Federal prisons, smashed and 
burned uncounted millions of dollars of government 
property. Doing so, they voiced the most helpful 
statement so far in the bleak public discussion on 
incarceration gone crazy. 

The spark for the first five rebellions, in me¬ 
dium and maximum facilities in five states, was 
probably the October 18 Congressional vote to keep 
Federal crack laws as they are. Five grams of rock 
will get you a mandatory five years, if you have the 
misfortune to be charged in Federal court. To get 
that much time for powder, you have to be caught 
with five hundred grams. 

A ruling-class panel known as the U.S. Sentenc¬ 
ing Commission spotted the problem with the law: 
It’s transparently racist. Commission members 
firmly hold that only insidiously racist policy can be 
tolerated. 

The DEA says that 46 percent of crack users 
are white. Only four percent of Federal crack defen¬ 
dants are white, while 88.3 percent are Black and 
7.1 percent are Latino/a. 

Feeling in no compromising mood, the elected 
representatives of whiteness rejected the panel’s 
advice to ditch the law and preserve an illusion of 
equal justice. Word of the vote is said to have spread 
fast through Federal prisons. 

The Federal prison in Talladega, Alabama blew 
up first, on October 19. Because a good idea spreads 
fast, four more Federal prisons erupted in short or¬ 
der: Allenwood, Pennsylvania; Memphis; Greenville, 


Illinois; and El Reno, Oklahoma. 

The authorities locked down nearly all 71 low, 
medium, and high security Federal prisons. Even 
so, they are known to have put down mutinees at at 
least thirteen more institutions. 

Our social betters in government, academia, and 
the press are plumb out of ideas on the Prison Ques¬ 
tion, and they’re hardly embarassed to say so. Fore¬ 
gone in the “mainstream” are the following conclu¬ 
sions: 

•That the number of state and Federal prison¬ 
ers will double again by 2004, having already doubled 
since 1980; 

•That Black, Latino, Native, and Asian people 
will continue to be over-represented inside; 

•That many more women will be give birth in 
jails and prisons, and that the government will be 
taking custody of many more children; 

•That white convicts will continue to receive pro¬ 
portionally more probation, electronic surveillance, 
and house arrest, and proportionally fewer prison 
terms than Black convicts; 

•That the death penalty will unavoidably nail 
proportionally more people of color than whites; 

•That privately-run, for-profit prisons, and out- 
of-state transfers will continue to increase. 

Prisoners—our siblings, children, parents, cous¬ 
ins, friends, lovers, spouses, and neighbors—have 
shown how they plan to deal with it. They have spo¬ 
ken forthrightly, and we owe them our thanks, and 
our strong solidarity. 

—Nikolas Kautz 


DEATH PENALTY IN YOUR FUTURE? 


As Blast! psychic Nadja Nikodemus predicted 
back in Blast! #47, only 59% of readers of this issue 
would remember who Mumia-Abu Jamal is. You who 
do, bear with a brief recitation: 

1. Young man and his teenage crew get stomped 
by whites while heckling “white power” rally. Young 
man on ground sees policeman’s uniformed pant-leg 
and cries out for help. The white policeman runs 
over and joins the kicking. “That cop kicked me right 
into the Black Panther Party.” 

2. Young man grows up fast: Serving breakfast 
to kids in the community, becoming a newspaper edi¬ 
tor, knowing people getting killed by the cops in cit¬ 
ies all over the country. 

3. Grown man sees the movement pass into his¬ 
tory, begins to raise a family, uses his skills from the 
movement to make a living as a journalist. 

4. Man sees injustice. Chooses to tell the truth. 
Becomes known as “the voice of the voiceless.” 

5. Man sees police cruiser one day, while walk¬ 
ing home from work. White cops inside pantomime 
shooting at man with their fingers. Man knows he 
is targeted. 

6. Man hasYo supplement journalism income 
with taxi-driving at night. One night, man sees cop 
beating brother, stops cab, runs over. 

7. Young, white cop spins around, sees man run¬ 
ning up, panics, shoots man, spins back to gathered 
crowd, ready to shoot again. 


8. Someone in crowd shoots cop, is seen to flee. 

9. Cop dies. Man floats in and out of conscious¬ 
ness. Realizes is to be charged with cop’s death. Is 
cut off from family and community. Is frustrated with 
court-appointed lawyer. Is silenced by judge, who is 
an ex-prosecutor. Is unable to find witnesses from 
night of shooting. Is unable to address jury ad¬ 
equately. 

10. Man is convicted. Man is sentenced to death. 

11. Thirteen years pass. Man writes essays and 
articles, sees family, sees men die. Man’s death war¬ 
rant is signed. Man is given seventy-odd days to live. 

12. Mass movement pops up in less than two 
months. Hundreds arrested in a score of cities. Man’s 
death temporarily put off. Mass movement vanishes 
as quickly as it arose. 

13. Man’s death continues to approach. 

Psychic Nadja also predicted some readers 

would find this recitation unacceptably bleak, and 
urged the following correction: That no movement is 
a sixty-day wonder; that so many people rallied to 
Mumia’s defense because he is worth defending, is 
innocent, and has spent his 13 years on death row 
living for his family and serving the people. 

Sorry for the repetition if you’re one of those 
readers who already knows all that. For more info, 
contact the Twin Cities Coalition to Save Mumia Abu- 
Jamal at (612) 649-4579. 










